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September  1,  1966 


The  Honorable  Tim  Babcock 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Governor  Babcock: 

In  accordance  with  Section  1-202  of  the  State  Aeronautical  Regulatory  Act,  R.  C.  M.  , 
47,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  for  the  period  July  1,  1965,  to  June  30,  1966, 

A detailed  and  itemized  statement  of  all  revenue  and  of  all  expenditures  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  is  included. 

Also,  included  herewith  is  a report  on  the  status  of  the  loan  fund  as  it  applies  to 
the  Airport  Development  Program. 


R espectfully 


Carl  , lirman 


CAL:gjm 


INDEX 


Transmittal  Letter  1 

Index  2 

Commission  Members  3 

Administration  5 

Administration  Index 6 

Organization  Chart  7 

Declaration  of  Policy  8 

Appropriations  9,  10 

Financial  Statement  10,  11 

Expenditures .... 11,  12,  13,  14 

Legal  Department  14,  15,  16 

Aircraft  Operations  Report  16 

Safety  and  Education  Division 17 

Safety  and  Education  Index 18 

Registration 19 

Aircraft  Count  19 

Flight  Plan  Service  20 

Search  and  Rescue  Statistics  20 

Sarda  Areas  and  Search  and  Rescue 21 

Unicom  Radio  Program  22 

Aviation  Education  23,  24 

Refresher  Courses .1 24,  25,  26 

Film  Library  27 

Publications  ... ... 28,  29 

Addressograph  29 

Public  Relations 29 

Airport  Division 31 

Airport  Division  Index 32 

Airport  Statistics  33 

Airport  Services  33,  34,  35,  36 

Beacon  Relocation  Program 36,  37,  38 

Airmarking  Program  38,  39 

State  Airports  39,  40 

Airport  Development  Program 41,  42 

Preliminary  Engineering  Grant  Program 43,  44 

Airport  Improvement  Loan  Program  44,  45,  46,  47 

General  Aviation  Utility  Airports  48,  49 

Cooperative  Airport  Projects  49,  50 


COMMISSION  MEMBERS 


Name 


Term 


Representation 


Carl  W.  “Bill”  Bell,  Chairman  1965-1969 

Jack  R.  Hughes,  Vice-Chairman  1963-1967 

Peter  H.  Black,  Secretary  1966-1969 

Clarence  R.  Anthony  1963-1967 

E.  B.  “Ted”  Cogswell  1965-1969 

Gordon  R.  Hickman  1965-1969 

Walter  Hope  1965-1969 


Montana  Pilots’  Association 
General  Aviation  Operators 
Interstate  Commercial  Airlines 
Aviation  Education 
Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Municipal  League 
County  Commissioners 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  created  by  Legislative  Act  of  1945,  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous existence  since  that  date,  and  is  currently  authorized  under  R.  C.  M.  1947,  Title  I,  Chap- 
ters 1 through  8,  Section  1-101  through  1-828. 

Commission  Members  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  four-year  terms  and  until  their 
successors  are  appointed  and  qualified  and  without  compensation  except  as  specified  by  law.  The 
Governor  shall  appoint  the  members  of  said  commission  from  specific  segments  of  government,  in- 
dustry and  associations  as  specified  in  Section  1-201. 


1-204  GENERAL  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

The  Commission  shall  have  the  general  supervision  over  Aeronautics  within  the  State.  It  is 
empowered  and  directed  to  encourage,  foster  and  assist  in  the  development  of  Aeronautics  in  the 
State  and  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  airports  and  other  air  navigation  facilities.  It  shall 
cooperate  with  and  assist  the  Federal  Government,  the  political  subdivisions  of  the  State  and 
others  engaged  in  Aeronautics  or  the  promotion  of  Aeronautics  and  shall  seek  to  coordinate  the 
Aeronautical  activities  of  these  bodies.  It  may  perform  such  acts,  issue  and  amend  such  orders 
and  make,  promulgate  and  amend  such  reasonable  general  or  special  rules,  regulations  and  pro- 
cedures and  establish  such  minimum  standards  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  it  shall 
deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  perform  its  duties  hereunder  . . . 
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1-103  DECLARATION  OF  POLICY 


It  is  hereby  declared  that  the  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  further  the  public 
interest  in  aeronautical  progress  by  providing  for  the  protection  and  pro- 
motion of  safety  in  aeronautics  . . . 

It  may  employ  such  clerical  and  other  employees  and  assistants  as  it 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  its  business  and  shall  fix 
their  salaries  . . . 

As  a member  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials, 
the  policy  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  includes  in  purpose 
“to  foster  aviation  as  an  industry,  as  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons 
and  property,  and  as  an  arm  of  the  National  Defense;  to  join  with  the 
federal  government  and  other  groups  in  research,  development  and  the 
advancement  of  aviation;  to  develop  uniform  laws  and  regulations;  and  to 
otherwise  encourage  cooperation  and  the  mutual  aid  among  the  several 
states.” 

The  operations  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  are  financed 
entirely  by  aviation  activities  through  a 1 cent  per  gallon  license  tax  on 
refiners  and  importers  of  aviation  fuels  and  the  registration  fees  for  pilots 
and  agricultural  aircraft.  No  funds  are  requested  from  the  General  Fund. 
Federal  monies  made  available  to  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
have  been  solely  for  specific  airport  projects  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid 
Program  to  the  various  larger  communities  in  the  State  of  Montana  and  in 
relation  to  the  specific  State  Airports  of  Lincoln  and  West  Yellowstone. 
Sponsor’s  share  of  the  funds  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program  for 
the  specific  facility  at  West  Yellowstone  were  provided  by  the  National 
Park  Service. 


-8- 


SESSION  LAWS— THIRTY-NINTH  LEGISLATURE  ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE  BILL  NO.  529 


An  Act  to  Appropriate  Money  to  Certain  State  Agencies  For  the  Biennium  Ending  June  30,  1967. 

Be  il  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  For  the  purposes  of  this  act,  unless  otherwise  stated: 

(1)  The  term  “operation”  means  all  expenditures  for  salaries,  employee  benefits,  all  ordinary 
and  necessary  expenditures  for  the  operation  of  the  agency  to  which  the  appropriation  applies,  and 
repairs  and  maintenance. 

(2)  The  term  “salaries”  means  all  salaries  and  wages  of  full  time,  part  time  and  temporary 
employees. 

(3)  The  term  “employees’  benefits”  means  the  state’s  contribution  for  social  security,  public 
employees’  retirement,  teachers’  retirement  and  industrial  accident  insurance. 

(4)  The  term  “repairs  and  maintenance”  means  repairs  to  equipment  and  the  cost  of  replace- 
ment of  parts  of  equipment,  repairs  to  buildings  and  to  the  plumbing,  heating,  wiring  and  air  con- 
ditioning systems  in  buildings  occasioned  by  ordinary  wear  and  tear  or  by  physical  damage,  and 
the  cost  of  painting  the  exteriors  and  interiors  of  buildings.  Major  alterations  of  existing  buildings 
are  capital  expenditures  and  are  not  repairs  and  maintenance. 

(5)  The  term  “capital”  means  those  items  which  do  not  lose  their  identity,  which  are  adaptable 
to  continuing  use  and  have  a useful  life  of  more  than  one  (1)  year.  Capital  shall  be  charged 
with  the  replacement  of  existing  capital  assets,  as  well  as  new  acquisitions,  but  does  not  include 
expenditures  for  construction  or  furnishing  of  buildings  or  purchase  of  land  unless  specifically 
authorized. 

(6)  The  term  “grants  and  benefits”  means  expenditures  for  grants  to  political  subdivisions, 
associations  or  individuals,  and  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to  retirement  and  disability  compensation, 
and  unemployment  benefits. 

(7)  The  term  “approved  budget  amendment”  means  approval  by  the  state’s  chief  budget  officer 
upon  submission  to  him,  through  the  budget  director. 

Section  2.  The  appropriations  contained  in  this  act  are  intended  to  provide  only  necessary  and 
ordinary  expenditures  for  the  year  for  which  the  appropriations  are  made;  however,  in  cases  of 
necessity,  an  appropriation  not  expended  during  the  first  fiscal  year  may  be  expended  during  the 
second  fiscal  year.  Money  appropriated  for  operation  may  be  transferred  to  capital  with  an  ap- 
proved budget  amendment.  It  is  unlawful  to  purchase  supplies  for  a succeeding  biennium  from  an 
appropriation  contained  in  this  act.  Balances  of  any  appropriation  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the 
second  fiscal  year,  except  amounts  encumbered  by  purchase  order,  shall  revert  to  the  funds  from 
which  they  were  appropriated. 


Section  3.  The  following  moneys  are  appropriated  for  the  biennium  ending  June  30,  1967: 

AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 

(1)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund,  FY66  FY67 

aeronautics  commission  account,  operation 

and  capital  $356,039.00  $335,456.00 

Salary  for  the  head  of  the  agency  shall 
not  exceed  $12,000.00  per  year  for  each  year 
of  the  biennium. 


Capital  expenditures  shall  not  exceed 
$52,000.00  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1966;  and  shall  not  exceed  $45,000.00  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1967. 

(2)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund, 
aeronautics  commission  account  for  engineer- 
ing grants  $ 14,000.00  $ 7,000.00 
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(3)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund, 
aeronautics  commission  account,  for  state  air- 
port construction,  maintenance,  and  repair, 
as  authorized  by  law,  including  state  airport 

land  purchases  $115,000.00  $115,000.00 

(4)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund, 
aeronautics  commission  account  as  much  as 
may  be  necessary  for  construction  loans. 

Every  municipality  is  authorized  to  accept, 
receive,  receipt  for,  disburse  and  expend  such 
state  moneys  made  available  for  such  state 
loans.  All  state  moneys  accepted  by  a munic- 
ipality shall  be  accepted  and  expended  by 
such  municipality  upon  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  are  prescribed  by  the  state.  The 
term  ‘municipalities’  as  used  herein  shall 
have  the  meaning  given  to  such  term  by  the 
Municipal  Airports  Act  (section  1-808,  R.  C. 


M.  1947).  $435,000.00  $455,180.00 

(5)  From  the  revolving  fund,  aeronau- 
tics commission  account  for  state  airport 

operations  $ 41,307.00  $ 45,182.00 


(6)  From  federal  grant  clearance  fund, 
aeronautics  commission  account,  all  moneys 
appropriated  by  federal  government  for 
specific  airport  projects. 


MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION— FISCAL 
July  1,  1965,  through  June  30,  1966 

BUDGET  REPORT 

Budget 

1966 

Total 

Receipts 

Aviation  Fuel  Tax  

$550,000.00 

$671,005.45 

Pilot  & AG  Registration  __ 

2,800.00 

2,529.00 

Unicom  Radios  

1,000.00 

395.08 

Books  and  Supplies 

100.00 

36.00 

Charts  and  Directories  . 

1,000.00 

867.63 

Airport  Aids  

150.00 

382.00 

Other  Income 

100.00 

78.40 

Aviation  History  ____ 

344.50 

Repayment  of  Loans 

116,044.32 

133,610.76 

Sub  Total  

$671,194.32 

$809,248.82 

State  Airport  Operations 

41,307.00 

35,258.77 

Federal  Grant  

172,029.27 

37,250.24 

Sub  Total  

$213,336.27 

$ 72,509.01 

Total  Receipts  

Balance  in  Funds  218800, 

505400,  724400 

$884,530.59 

$881,757.83 

as  of  6/30/66  

, 

$753,082.27 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUND  CONDITION 


July  1 

, 1965,  through  June  30, 

1966 

Fund 

218800 

Cash  on  Deposit  6/1  $658,339.72 

Encumbered  Funds  6/1 51,639.56 

Receipts  for  June  111,748.01 

Fund 

724400 

$32,510.27 

1,826.67 

360.00 

Fund 

505400 

$473.22 

Total 

$891,323.21 

53,466.23 

112,108.01 

Total  Cash  6/30 

821,727.29 

34,696.94 

473.22 

856,897.45 

Deduct  Expenditures  : 

Administration  

Safety  and  Education 
Airport  Development 
State  Apt.  Operation 
Funds  Encumb.  6/30 

8,830.47 

12,787.32 

78,076.43 

37.07 

47,364.05 

4,083,89 

4,875.69 

8,830.47 

12,787.32 

78,076.43 

4,120.96 

52,239.74 

Total  Deductions 

147,095.34 

8,959.58 

156,054.92 

Cash  on  Deposit  6/30 $674,631.95 

$25,737.36 

$473.22 

$700,842.53 

EXPENDITURES  BY  APPROPRIATION 


To  Date 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

25301 

Director  Salary  

--$  12,000.00 

$ 12,000.00 

0 

25302 

Operations  

.......  292,039.00 

266,692.04 

$ 25,346.96 

25303 

Capital 

52,000.00 

47,610.96 

4,389.04 

25305 

Eng.  Grants  

14,000.00 

6,900.00 

7,100.00 

25307 

Airport  Const.  

115,000.00 

14,720.60 

100,279.40 

25308 

Const.  Loan  _ 

435,000.0 

213,210.75 

221,789.25 

25309 

Adm.  Bldg.  & Gar. 

43,000.00 

41,370.08 

1,629.92 

37601 

St.  Apt.  Oper. 

41,307.00 

38,147.98 

3,159.02 

505400 

Federal  Grant  

(Not  in  totals) 

37,583.27 

TOTALS  

$1,004,346.00 

$640,652.41 

$363,693.59 

EXPENSES  BY  PROGRAM 

July  1,  1965,  through  June  30,  1966 


ADMINISTRATION— Program  I 

Expended 
To  Date 

0001  Salaries  and  Wages  $ 46,947.62 

0002  Employee  Benefits 3,740.63 

0011  Supplies  and  Materials 5,373.55 

0012  Communications  - 2,987.85 

0013  Utilities  1,479.35 

0014  Travel 21,202.12 

0015  Contracted  Services  11,261.99 

0016  Special  Fees  - 2,749.40 

0017  Repairs  and  Maint.  Equip.  7,238.06 

0019  Repairs  and  Maint.  Bldgs.  81.25 

0021  Capital  Equipment 26,383.24 

0024  Capital  Buildings  39,928.13 


TOTAL— Program  I $169,373.19 
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SAFETY  AND  EDUCATION— Program  II 


Expended 
To  Date 

0101  Salaries  and  Wages $ 31,391.25 

0102  Employee  Benefits  2,386.23 

0111  Supplies  and  Materials  22,879.20 

0112  Communications  6,182.59 

0114  Travel _.  3,845.19 

0115  Contracted  Services 690.90 

0116  Special  Fees  , 30,454.71 

0117  Repairs  and  Maint.  Equip.  _____  2,781.87 

0121  Capital  Equipment 1,275.32 


TOTAL— Program  II  ___  _____  ___  ...  $101,887.26 

AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT— Program  III 

Expended 
To  Date 

0201  Salaries  and  Wages  $ 39.186.28 

0202  Employee  Benefits  i 3,250.82 

0211  Supplies  and  Materials  3,842.93 

0212  Communications  2,742.10 

0214  Travel 5,207.70 

0215  Contracted  Services 220.24 

0216  Special  Fees  1,577.20 

0217  Repairs  and  Maint.  Equip.  311.16 

0218  Repairs  and  Maint.  Land  4,333.53 

0221  Capital  Equipment 709.95 

0223  Capital  Building  34,502.80 

0224  Capital  Building  51,643.63 

0231  Grants  and  Benefits  220,959.50 


TOTAL— Program  III  $368,437.84 

STATE  AIRPORT  OPERATIONS— Program  IV 

Expended 
To  Date 

0301  Salaries  and  Wages  $ 10,560.74 

0302  Employee  Benefits  738.25 

0311  Supplies  and  Materials 3,504.23 

0313  Utilities  4,215.93 

0314  Travel 3,565.34 

0315  Contracted  Services  5,363.39 

0316  Special  Fees  313.50 

0317  Repairs  and  Maintenance  Equipment  859.76 

0318  Repairs  and  Maintenance  Land 4,678.32 

0319  Repairs  and  Maintenance  Buildings  1,121.04 

0321  Capital  Equipment 5,417.05 

0323  Capital  Land  410.00 

0324  Capital  Buildings  297.70 


TOTAL— Program  IV  $ 41,045.25 
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OUTSTANDING  COMMITMENTS 

6/30/1966 

REQUISITIONS 

376  25302  Fine  Paper  

383  25303  Secretary  Desk  $ 321.80 

387  37601  Window  Washing  Service  at  W.Y.  495.00 

388  25302  Air  Search  and  Rescue  Manuals  

389  25302  Office  Supplies  

$ 816.80 

APPROVALS  BY  COMMISSION  NOT  SET  UP  ON  REQUISITIONS 

4/65  H Markers  West  Yellowstone - $ 3,000.00 

4/65  H Marker  Shelby  2,000.00 

6/65  White  Sulphur  Springs  Fence  5,416.00 

9/65  Telephone  Booth  at  Lincoln  112.50 

2/66  Unicom  at  Harlowton  

2/66  Request  for  Improvements  at  West  Yellowstone 

3/66  Air  Transportation  Survey 7,500.00 


$ 18,528.50 

LOANS  AND  GRANTS 

7/64  205-7-64  Great  Falls  Water  Pump  System  $100,000.00 

4/65  215-4-65  Sidney 1 100,000.00 

4/65-66  218-4-65  Plentywood  and  Sheridan  County  Loan  14,700.00 

4/65  214-4-65  Laurel  Loan  19,644.00 

4/65  217-4-65  Scobey  Loan  21,000.00 

12/65  228-7-65  Havre  Remodeling  Airport  100,000.00 

8/65  229-8-65  Malta  Construction  Loan 9,990.00 

8/65  223-8-65  Billings  Loan  “T”  Hanger  40,000.00 

9/65  169-8-62  Hysham  30  Acres  4,500.00 

2/66  228-7-65  Havre  100,000.00 

2/66  236-2-66  Lewistown 25,000.00 

4/66  239-4  66  Engineering  Grant  Plentywood  and  Loan  11,000.00 

5/66  241-4-66  Gallatin  Field  Board  Loan  3,000.00 

5/66  242-5-66  Philipsburg  A.  U.  

5/66  243-5-66  Shelby  City-County  Apt  Board 10,000.00 

5/66  244-5-66  Conrad-Pondera  County  Loan  10,000.00 

5/66  231-8-65  Stanford  7.5  Acres  Property  3,500.00 

5/66  245-5-66  Great  Falls  Project  60,000.00 

5/66  247-6-66  Glasgow  Taxiway  Lighting  10,000.00 

6/66  248-6-66  Glasgow  - Engineering  Grant 1,000.00 

6/66  244-5-66  Conrad  1,000.00 


$644,334.00 
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EXPENDITURES 


% 

1.82 
8.77 
4.96 
6.01 
8.91 
15.14 
30.64 
18.61 
5.1  4 
100.00 


Engineering  Grants  $ 12,372.50 

Safety  Program  59,695.32 

Capital  33,785.56 

Aviation  Education  40,916.62 

Airport  Administration  60,671.96 

Administration  __  103,061.82 

Airport  Loans  ___ 207,587.00 
Capital  Land  and  Buildings  126,782,26 
Airport  Operations  34,920.50 


$680,793.54 


LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 

A.  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  BOARD  PROCEEDINGS 

It  is  the  statutory  duty  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  to  represent  the  state  of 
Montana  in  aeronautical  matters  before  Federal  agencies.  The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  a Federal 
agency,  has  jurisdiction  over  airline  service  in  the  United  States.  The  Legal  Department  of  the 
Commission  has,  as  one  of  its  principal  activities,  the  representation  of  the  State  of  Montana  be- 
fore the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  This  activity  commenced  in  approximately  the  year  1953  in  the 
Civil  Aeronautics  Board  proceeding  entitled  “WILLISTON  BASIlN  AREA  CASE,”  in  which  airline 
service  by  Frontier  Airlines  was  awarded  to  Miles  City,  Glendive,  Sidney,  Wolf  Point,  and  Willis- 
ton,  North  Dakota.  Since  then,  air  carrier  proceedings  in  which  the  State  is  involved  have  become 
more  and  more  numerous  so  that  now,  the  Commission,  on  the  average,  finds  itself  as  a party  to 
approximately  five  to  ten  different  CAB  proceedings  at  all  times. 

In  addition  to  direct  participation  in  proceedings  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  repre- 
senting the  State,  the  Legal  Department  of  the  Commission  assists  Montana  cities  in  preparation 
of  documents,  exhibits  and  briefs  for  presentation  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  as  well  as  in 
presentations  of  written  and  oral  testimony  and  argument  before  the  Board  or  its  Hearing  Exam- 
iners. Many  conferences  are  held  with  representatives  of  airlines  and  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board, 
seeking  to  bring  about  increased  and  better  service  for  Montana  communities.  Meetings  are 
regularly  held  with  the  representatives  of  airline  communities  of  the  State  of  Montana  with  the 
view  of  assisting  them  in  obtaining  better  air  carrier  service,  or  in  helping  them  in  presentation 
of  matters  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Commission  that  Montana  cannot  grow  and  develop  without  adequate 
airline  service,  and  it  appears  that  the  commission  will,  in  the  foreseeable  future,  be  constantly 
and  increasingly  engaged  in  proceedings  and  activities  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  seek- 
ing either  new  air  carrier  service  or  the  retention  or  improvement  of  existing  service. 

Some  of  the  proceedings  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Eoard  in  which  the  Commission  partici- 
pated during  the  fiscal  years  1965-1967  are  hereinafter  designated  by  CAB  docket  numbers  and 
titles,  and  a brief  description  of  these  activities  is  as  follows: 

Docket  No.  15459,  et  al — Pacific  Northwest- Southwest  Service  Investigation: 

This  proceeding  has  been  called  one  of  the  most  important  proceedings  that  has  ever  been 
instituted  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  It  involves  the  question  of  which  domestic  airline 
of  twelve  applicants  will  be  authorized  to  provide  single-plane,  single-carrier  service  between  the 
Pacific  Northwest  and  communities  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  and  Louisiana. 
In  the  preceding  fiscal  period,  MAC  successfully  intervened  in  the  case,  and  requested  the  CAB 
to  grant  authority  to  an  airline  to  serve  Billings  and  Great  Falls,  Montana,  together  with  Calgary, 
Alberta,  and  points  in  Wyoming,  on  the  one  hand,  and  communities  in  the  Southwestern  states, 
on  the  other  hand.  Also  in  the  preceding  fiscal  period,  MAC  presented  testimony  on  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Montana  at  hearings  in  Denver,  Colorado,  Houston,  Texas,  and  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
filed  an  extensive  brief  with  the  CAB  Examiner.  Thereafter,  and  within  this  fiscal  period,  the 
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Examiner  recommended  that  authority  should  be  granted  for  service  from  Montana  via  Denver 
to  Houston  and  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  This  matter  is  now  pending  for 
final  decision  before  the  CAB  itself,  and  the  MAC,  in  an  extensive  brief  filed  with  the  Board,  has 
asked  that  the  Examiner’s  recommendations  be  accepted,  but  that  additional  authority  be  granted 
so  that  Montana  will  have  service  to  Oklahoma  and  Louisiana.  A representative  of  the  Commis- 
sion will  go  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  September  of  1966  to  present  oral  argument  on  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Montana. 

Docket  No.  16987— WESTERN  MONTANA  SERVICE  INVESTIGATION: 

This  proceeding  originally  involved  the  question  of  North-South  service  to  the  communities  of 
Missoula  and  Bozeman,  Montana.  It  was  enlarged  to  include  the  question  of  additional  service  to 
Great  Falls  and  Billings,  as  Northern  terminals,  and  Boise,  Idaho,  and  Salt  Lake  City,  as  Southern 
terminals,  with  Bozeman,  Missoula,  Pocatello,  and  Idaho  Falls  as  intermediate  points.  A repre- 
sentative of  the  Commission  travelled  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  attended  a CAB  pre-hearing  con- 
ference. It  is  expected  that  the  hearing  will  be  held  in  Bozeman  and  Missoula  on  October  11th 
and  October  13th,  1966,  respectively.  The  Commission  has  filed  exhibits,  and  will  present  testi- 
mony, file  briefs,  and  present  oral  argument. 

Docket  No.  17347— WEST  YELLOWSTONE  SERVICE  INVESTIGATION: 

This  proceeding  involves  the  questions  of  whether  Frontier  Airlines  should  be  permitted  to 
serve  West  Yellowstone  on  its  flight  between  Jackson,  Wyoming,  and  Billings,  Montana;  and  also, 
whether  Western  Air  Lines  should  be  permitted  to  serve  West  Yellowstone  on  its  flight  between 
Denver  and  Great  Falls.  Presently,  Western  Air  Lines  serves  West  Yellowstone  on  its  flight 
between  Salt  Lake  and  Montana  points.  The  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone  was  built  with 
Federal  funds,  but  is  operated  and  maintained  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  The  MAC 
will  seek  to  assist  in  the  procuring  of  new  and  additional  service  for  West  Yellowstone.  The  use 
made  of  this  airport  by  Western  and  general  aviation  has  been  very  promising  to  date.  A repre- 
sentative of  the  Commission  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  a pre-hearing  conference  in  September 
of  1966,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a hearing  will  be  held  in  Billings  in  December,  1966.  The  MAC 
will  file  all  required  documents,  and,  in  all  ways,  seek  to  increase  Montana’s  air  service  by  ad- 
ditional service  to  West  Yellowstone. 

MISCELLANEOUS  DOCKETS 

Docket  No.  16944 — is  an  application  by  Frontier  Airlines  for  change  of  its  service  pattern  to 
better  its  service  between  Billings  and  Great  Falls,  and  between  Billings  and  Denver. 

Docket  No.  16609 — concerns  an  application  by  Northwest  Airlines  to  obtain  a new  route  seg- 
ment to  the  San  Francisco  area. 

Docket  No.  17396 — involves  Frontier  Airlines’  application  for  change  of  service  pattern  to  over- 
fly Glendive  and  Sidney  on  Segment  7 on  Route  73,  and  to  give  an  extra  flight  to  Billings  and 
Miles  City. 

Docket  No.  16922 — is  an  application  of  Frontier  Airlines  to  amend  its  certificate  of  public  con- 
venience and  necessity  in  order  to  extend  its  service  beyond  Billings,  Montana,  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  via  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  and  Lincoln,  and  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  numerous  minor  proceedings  and  activities  in  which  the 
Commission  is  constantly  engaged  concerning  airlines  matters,  and  in  which  the  Commission  is 
always  represented  by  its  Legal  Department. 

B.  OTHER  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 
PRELIMINARY  SURVEY: 

A number  of  representatives  of  Montana  communities  requested  MAC  to  conduct  a survey 
of  air  transportation  in  this  State,  and  to  formulate  a long-range  air  service  plan  for  Montana. 
Because  this  requires  the  services  of  experts,  MAC  employed  James  C.  Buckley,  Inc.,  Industrial 
and  Transportation  Consultants  of  New  York  City,  to  conduct  an  exploratory  and  preliminary  sur- 
vey to  determine  the  following: 

1.  Should  the  State  of  Montana  conduct  a comprehensive  investigation  and  survey  of  its  air 
transportation  needs? 

2.  If  such  an  investigation  and  survey  is  entered  into,  what  specific  matters  and  areas  should 
be  covered? 
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3.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  such  a comprehensive  survey  and  investigation? 

The  Buckley  organization  is  required  to  complete  and  present  its  report  not  later  than  Septem- 
ber, 1966.  A decision  can  then  be  made  by  the  MAC,  with  legislative  approval,  as  to  whether  the 
comprehensive  investigation  and  survey  should  be  accomplished. 

In  the  summer  of  1966,  public  hearings  on  this  matter  were  held  in  Missoula,  Butte,  Great 
Falls,  Billings,  Miles  City  and  Glasgow. 

The  handling  of  the  preliminary  survey,  and  the  plans  being  made  for  a comprehensive  in- 
vestigation and  survey,  have  largely  been  the  responsibility  of  the  Legal  Department. 

ADDITIONAL  MATTERS: 

One  of  the  principal  functions  of  the  Commission  is  to  make  loans  to  Montana  counties  and 
communities  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  construction  of  new  airports,  and  the  improvements 
and  extension  of  existing  airports.  The  Comr^ission’s  Legal  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
drafting  of  all  documents  necessary  to  assure  the  legality  of  these  loans,  and  examples  of  counties 
and  communities  for  which  loan  documents  have  been  prepared  are  as  follows:  Beaverhead 
County,  City  of  Great  Falls,  Hill  County  and  City  of  Havre,  County  of  Sheridan  and  City  of 
Plentywood,  County  of  Pondera  and  City  of  Conrad,  County  of  Gallatin,  County  of  Toole,  County 
of  Fergus  and  City  of  Lewistown,  County  of  Daniels  and  City  of  Scobey,  County  of  Deer  Lodge 
and  City  of  Anaconda,  City  of  Miles  City,  County  of  Teton,  City  of  Billings,  County  of  Powder 
River,  Town  of  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Town  of  Stanford,  County  of  Richland  and  City  of  Sidney, 
and  Town  of  Hysham. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  construction  of  new  airports,  it  is  necessary  to  be  assured  of 
clear  legal  title  to  the  ground  involved.  The  Commission’s  attorneys  accomplish  the  necessary 
legal  work  to  assure  clear  title  in  such  instances.  Legal  documents,  such  as  deeds,  avigation  ease- 
ments, and  oil  and  gas  and  mortgage  subordination  agreements  must  be  drafted  and  the  neces- 
sary signatures  obtained.  At  times,  this  takes  considerable  field  work,  as  well  as  the  office  work 
necessary  for  the  legal  drafting  of  the  necessary  documents. 

The  Legal  Department  drafted  and  the  Commission  entered  into  many  Airway  Beacon  Site 
Leases  with  various  landowners  in  the  state  for  the  purpose  of  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from 
their  premises  to  establish  and  maintain  pole  lines  to  extend  electric  power,  telecommunications 
facilities  and  other  facilities  pertaining  to  airway  beacons. 

The  Legal  Department  also  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  designation  of  Glasgow  as  an 
International  Airport  for  customs  purposes. 

The  Commission’s  attorneys  have  testified  on  two  separate  occasions  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on 
aeronautical  matters  before  a Subcommittee  of  the  United  States  Senate  Commerce  Committee. 

The  Legal  Department  continues  to  handle  all  of  the  legal  work  in  connection  with  the  new 
airport  at  West  Yellowstone,  Montana,  which  calls  for  continual  legal  supervision,  amendment  and 
modification  of  leases,  and  the  review  of  all  related  legal  problems  in  connection  with  this  state- 
sponsored  project. 

Many  other  legal  problems  of  the  Commission,  too  numerous  to  mention  in  detail,  receive 
daily  attention  from  the  Commission’s  Legal  Department. 


AIRCRAFT  OPERATIONS  REPORT 

FY66  7-1-65  to  6-30-66 


Maintenance 

Annual  Aircraft  Cost  Per 

AIRCRAFT  ADM  A/C  Div.  S&E  APTS  Other  Total  Total  Hr.  Average 


Beech  65  343.6  10.5  36.8  10.9  115.8  517.6  2094:00  $19.21 

Cessna  172  12.1  21.2  90.1  29.9  24.8  178.6  1002:00  2.51 

Cessna  185  36.1  8.0  66.7  112.2  43.0  266.0  1519:00  3.93 

Cessna  206  Replaced  172  as  of  6/30/66  14:00 

TOTAL  391.8  39.7  193.6  153.0  183.6  962.2  4629:00 
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SAFETY  AND  EDUCATION  DIVISION 

JACK  WILSON,  Safely  and  Education  Officer 


STAFF 

C.  R.  Adams,  Aviation  Education  Supervisor 
C.  Joyce  McCuicheon,  Safety  and  Education  Assistant 
Gerald  C.  Burrows,  Safety  and  Education  Technician 
Imogene  Peek,  Aviation  Education  Secretary 
Dorothy  Cordial,  Safety  and  Education  Secretary 
Donna  Duba,  Registration  Clerk 
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SAFETY  AND  EDUCATION  DIVISION  PROJECTS 

Fiscal  Year — 1966 


REGISTRATION 19 

Pilot 

Agricultural  Aircraft 

MONTANA  FLIGHT  PLAN  SERVICE  ....  20 

SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  20,  21 

UNICOM  RADIO  PROGRAM 22 

AVIATION  EDUCATION  23,  24 

Teacher  Workshops 
Ground  School  Instructors  Course 
High  School  Courses 
Flight  Seminar  for  Youth 


Vocational  Agriculture  “Flying  Classrooms” 
Public  Relations  and  Misc.  Services 


AVIATION  REFRESHER  COURSES  24,  25,  26 

Flight  Instructors  Refresher  Course  #4 
Aviation  Mechanics  Refresher  Seminar  #3 

FILM  AND  EDUCATION  SERIES  LIBRARY 27 

PUBLICATIONS  28,  29 

“Montana  and  the  Sky”  newsletter 


Vocational  Education — “Montana’s  Flying  Classrooms”  Book 


Search  and  Rescue  Manual  Revisions 
Recreational  Airstrip  Listing 

ADDRESS-O-GRAPH  29 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS  AND  MISC.  SERVICES 29 
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PILOT  REGISTRATION 


In  accordance  with  the  State  Law  that  all  pilots  operating  aircraft  in  Montana  must  register 
their  Federal  Aviation  Agency  certificate  annually  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission, 
2457  pilots  were  registered  in  1966.  Annual  registration  fee  is  $1.00. 

Pilots  operating  agricultural  aircraft  must  signify  on  their  registration  form  the  number  of 
hours  and  seasons  qualifying  them  as  agricultural  pilots  and  designate  their  commercial  or  private 
operation  status. 

MONTANA  REGISTERED  PILOTS  COUNT 

1962  1395 

1963  — 2089 

1964  - 2110 

1965  — 2260 

1966  ■»■■■  2457 

*■  1 i-i 

0 500  1000  1500  2000  2500 

AGRICULTURAL  AIRCRAFT  REGISTRATION 

Aircraft  used  in  spray  operations  must  be  registered  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commis- 
sion and  must  meet  requirements  as  set  forth  by  the  Commission  Regulations  in  regard  to  insur- 
ance and  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  specifications.  Annual  Registration  Fee  $1.00  per  aircraft. 


MONTANA  REGISTERED  AG  AIRCRAFT  COUNT 


1962  iQS 

1963  is* 


1964  — ■■  202 

1965 

1966 


> » * i * . 

100  125  150  200  225  250 

MONTANA  REGISTERED  AIRCRAFT  COUNT 


Yellowstone  248 

Cascade  141 

Missoula  130 

Valley 70 

Flathead  68 

Chouteau 63 

Fergus  62 

Lewis  & Clark  62 

Roosevelt - 49 

Gallatin  : 49 

Hill  43 

Glacier  42 

Sheridan  35 

Dawson  34 

Blaine 33 

Custer  32 

Toole 31 

Big  Horn  30 

Pondera  29 


As  of  July  L 1966 


Phillips 27 

Stillwater  _.  . - 27 

Beaverhead  ..  25 

Silver  Bow  ....  25 

Daniels  24 

Richland  23 

Teton  .....  ...  21 

Lake  21 

Carter 20 

Park  18 

Ravalli  18 

Lincoln 16 

Fallon  15 

Rosebud 15 

Sweetgrass  ....  14 

Sanders  ....  14 

Musselshell  . ...  13 

Carbon  12 

Powder  River 11 


Liberty 11 

Garfield  9 

Judith  Basin  ....  ...  9 

McCone  9 

Deer  Lodge  7 

Madison  6 

Granite 6 

Meagher  6 

Wheatland 6 

Petroleum  ...  . ..  5 

Broadwater .....  5 

Prairie  4 

Wibaux  4 

Mineral  3 

Powell  2 

Golden  Valley  ....  2 

Treasure  2 

Jefferson  1 

TOTAL  1705 
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MONTANA  PILOT  FLIGHT  PLAN  SERVICE 


Inaugurated  on  April  15,  1963,  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  the  “Montana  Pilot 
Flight  Plan  Service"  is  available  to  all  pilots  registered  with  the  Commission.  The  Service  by 
which  pilots  at  airport  locations  not  serviced  by  a F.A.A.  Flight  Service  Station,  may  place  collect 
telephone  calls  to  the  nearest  Flight  Service  Station,  who  in  turn  will  charge  such  calls  to  an  Aero- 
nautics Commission  special  credit  card  number. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  encourage  and  increase  the  use  of  flight  plans  by  pilots  in 
Montana,  and  second,  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  heavy  workload  and  costly  process  in- 
volved in  Search  and  Rescue,  either  through  failure  to  close  flight  plans,  or  in  the  actual  search 
for  overdue  pilots  where  unknown  conditions  exist  through  failure  to  use  any  flight  plan  service. 

The  service  has  proven  successful  and  has  received  national  interest  and  recognition. 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 


Filed/Closed  Flight  Plans 

_ 383 


_ 2448 
» 2491 
2301 


u i - i i i « — t 

0 500  1000  1500  2000  2500 


Cost  Average  Per  Month 


1963  $ .84  (3  months  only) 

1964  I $ .75 

1965  $ .75 

1966  $ .76 


AVERAGE  TO-DATE  ...  $ .77 


SEARCH  & RESCUE  — STATISTICS 


Information  Requests  (INREQS),  Alert  Notices  (ALNOTS)  processed 
and  Searches  conducted  during  the  fiscal  year  1966. 


INREQS 

ALNOTS 


46 


19 


Accident  Report 

Fiscal  year  1966 


SEARCHES  _ 6 

■ ■ * * » 1 

0 10  20  30  40  50 


71  Aircarft  Accidents 

11  Fatal  Accidents 

12  Fatalities 
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STATE  AND  REGIONAL  DEFENSE  AIRLIFT  AREAS 
AND  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  DISTRICTS 


SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  COORDINATORS 


Disirict 

No.  Area  Coordinator  Town 

1.  Donald  F.  Peterson  Libby 

2.  Jack  Archibald  Kalispell 

3.  Herb  Sammons  Cut  Bank 

4.  Homer  Holman Great  Falls 

5.  Gordon  C.  Sands Havre 

6.  John  W.  Rogers Lewistown 

7.  Eugene  Mendel  Malta 


District 

No.  Area  Coordinator  Town 

8.  Harold  DeSilva  Plentywood 

9.  Sig  Ugrin  Miles  City 

10.  John  Lynch Billings 

11.  A1  Newby Belgrade 

12.  Jeff  Morrison  Helena 

13.  Bill  Jones  Butte 

14.  Bob  Johnson  Missoula 
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UNICOM  RADIO  PROGRAM 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  two-way  air  to  ground  radio  units  available  for  in- 
stallation on  Montana  airports. 

"Unicom”  is  known  as  a private  pilots’  frequency.  It  is  not  to  be  used  for  air  traffic  control 
but  it  is  intended  to  provide  advisory  service  concerning  condition  of  the  runways,  fuel  and  service 
available,  wind  conditions,  availability  of  weather  information,  transportation,  search  and  rescue 
and  any  other  data  required  for  safe  and  expeditious  operation  of  aircraft.  The  unicorn  frequency 
of  122.8  me  is  also  used  for  communications  between  private  aircraft  in  flight. 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  pays  one-half  of  the  cost  of  a radio,  accessories  and  installation 
with  the  sponsor  paying  the  other  one-half.  There  are  no  additional  fees  to  the  sponsor  as  the 
Aeronautics  Commission  provides  all  maintenance. 

The  Montana  Unicom  Program  has  grown  steadily  since  the  first  FCC  licensing  took  place  in 
1957. 

17  Stations  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  1957;  36  in  1961;  49  in  1965;  and  55  at  the  end  of 

1966. 


AERONAUTICAL  ADVISORY  RADIO  STATIONS 


Alzada 

Chinook 

Anaconda 

Choteau 

Ashland 

Columbus 

Babb 

Condon 

Big  Timber  (FY-66)  Conrad 

Boulder  (FY-66) 

Culbertson 

Bozeman 

Dell 

Bridger 

East  Poplar 

Browning 

Ethridge 

Butte 

Fairfield 

Chester 

Forsyth 

Fort  Benton 
Gallatin  Gateway 
(Nine  Quarter 
Circle  Ranch) 
Gardiner  (FY-66) 
Geraldine 
Glasgow 
Glendive 
Hamilton 
Hardin  (Private) 
Harlowton  (FY-66) 


Havre 

Havre  (Sands 
Ranch-Private) 
Jackson 
Jordon 
Kalispell 
Laurel 
Lewistown 
Libby 

Plentywooa 

Poison 

Poplar 


Red  Lodge 

Roundup 

Scobey 

Shelby 

Sidney 

Superior 

Sweetgrass 

Townsend 

Valier 

West  Poplar 

West  Yellowstone 

Wolf  Point 


UNICOM  ON  123.0 


Billings  (Private)  Helena 


Great  Falls  (Private)  Missoula 


UNICOM  HANDBOOK 

A handbook,  titled  “Unicom,  Aeronautical  Advisory  Station  Equipment  and  Licensing  Pro- 
gram,” which  describes  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission’s  Unicom  program  and  policy,  is 

available  to  interested  persons  on  request. 
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AVIATION  EDUCATION 

The  Aviation  Education  Program  is  financed  and  under  the  administration  of  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission.  However,  as  aviation  education  is  a program  conducted  almost  entirely 
through  the  schools,  colleges  and  educators’  groups,  the  Supervisor  works  in  the  offices  and  within 
the  framework  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  subject  to  the  Department’s  educational 
policies. 

The  broad  nature  of  the  work  done  in  aviation  education  is  to  assist  schools  in  integrating 
aviation  subject  matter  with  existing  courses  at  all  grade  levels;  maintaining  and  developing,  as 
the  need  arises,  instructional  materials  and  teaching  aids  to  implement  such  programs;  and  dis- 
seminating information  about  aviation  and  its  education  implication  to  educators  and  other  groups 
wherever  the  need  exists. 

The  position  of  Supervisor  was  vacant  for  the  period  January  1 - May  31  of  1966.  On  June  1, 
Charles  “Ron”  Adams  assumed  the  duties  of  Supervisor  of  Aviation  Education. 

Because  of  the  long  period  of  time  that  the  Supervisor’s  position  was  unfilled,  the  Aviation 
Education  Program  did  not  experience  much  expansion,  but  maintained  the  programs  that  had 
been  established. 

TEACHER  WORKSHOPS 

This  is  the  largest  program  in  aviation  education,  both  financially  and  in  participation. 

Aerospace  Education  Workshops  were  conducted  at  the  following  units  of  the  University 
System:  Western  Montana  College,  Dillon;  Northern  Montana  College,  Havre;  Eastern  Montana 

College,  Billings;  University  of  Montana,  Missoula. 

A total  of  120  teachers  participated  in  these  workshops. 

GROUND  SCHOOL  INSTRUCTORS  COURSE 

The  Ground  School  Instructors’  Course,  designed  to  prepare  high  school  math  and/or  science 
teachers  to  teach  aviation-oriented  science  courses,  was  again  conducted  at  Western  Montana 
College.  Six  teachers  availed  themselves  of  this  training. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSES 

During  the  1965-66  school  year,  nine  Montana  high  schools  offered  aviation  identified  courses. 
These  high  schools  were: 

Cut  Bank  High  School  C.M.  Russell  High  School  Glasgow  High  School 

Broadus  High  School  Helena  High  School  Three  Forks  High  School 

Great  Falls  Public  High  School  Libby  High  School  Townsend  High  School 

Cessna  Aircraft  Company  conducted  a survey  to  determine  the  number  of  high  schools  in  the 
United  States  offering  an  aviation  identified  curriculum.  Montana  ranked  second  in  the  nation 
according  to  this  survey. 


FLIGHT  SEMINAR  FOR  YOUTH 

In  1965  the  second  Flight  Youth  Seminar  was  held  in  Montana.  Thirty-four  Montana  high 
school  juniors  and  seniors  entered  the  competition.  Eight  semi-finalists  were  selected  on  the 
basis  of  a written  examination.  The  eight  students  were  interviewed  by  a selection  committee 
and  two  were  chosen  to  represent  Montana  at  the  National  Flight  Youth  Seminar  in  Oklahoma 
City.  Douglas  Smith,  Kalispell,  and  John  C.  Pulasky,  Billings,  were  the  winners  and  Montana’s 
representatives  at  the  national  seminar. 

This  program  is  designed  to  identify  future  aviation  leaders  from  among  our  high  school  youth 
today. 

FLYING  CLASSROOM 

Vocational-Agriculture  made  use  of  the  Flying  Classroom  as  a teaching  vehicle.  Three  high 
schools,  Lewistown,  Columbus  and  Broadus,  participated  in  this  program.  Sixty-eight  students 
from  the  three  schools  were  involved. 

The  Flying  Classroom  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  participating  school. 

Since  its  inception,  many  schools  have  undertaken  the  Flying  Classroom  as  a yearly  project  at 
their  own  expense. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ACTIVITIES 


Throughout  the  year  Aviation  Education  Department  has  supported  various  functions  and 
aviation  activities  throughout  the  state.  Among  these  were:  Displays  at  the  state  M.E.A.  con- 
vention. outlining  this  department’s  role  in  aviation  education;  speaking  engagements  at  schools 
and  civic  functions;  furnishing  aircraft  and  teaching  aids  to  supplement  instruction  in  aviation 
education. 

The  Supervisor  also  attended  the  National  Aerospace  Education  Council  convention  in  Wichita, 

Kansas. 


REFRESHER  COURSES 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  inaugurated  two  programs  which  were  “Firsts”  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Flight  Instructor  Refresher  Course  was  originally  held  in  Great  Falls  in  1962  and  repeated 
in  1963,  1964  and  1966. 

The  First  Aviation  Mechanics  Refresher  Seminar  was  held  in  Helena  in  1963,  repeated  in 
1964  and  1965. 

Thirty  eight  counties,  of  the  forty  counties  having  General  Aviation  Operators,  have  been 
represented  by  qualified  flight  instructors  and/or  aviation  mechanics  wishing  to  further  their 
knowledge  and  up-grade  their  methods  and  procedures. 


PARTICIPATION  ON  REFRESHER  COURSES  BY  COUNTY 
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FLIGHT  INSTRUCTOR  REFRESHER  COURSE 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Montana  Aviation  Trades  Association 
has  sponsored  four  Flight  Instructor  Refresher  Courses  which  have  proven  successful  and  con- 
sidered highly  beneficial  to  those  instructors  attending. 

The  Fourth  Montana  Course  was  held  in  Great  Falls  on  February  27  through  March  7,  1966. 

Ground  School  instruction  was  presented  by  specialists  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency’s 
Academy  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma;  personnel  from  the  F.A.A.’s  Air  Traffic  Control  Center; 
Flight  Service  Station,  RAPCON  and  SAGE  Center  located  in  Great  Falls  and  personnel  of  the 
United  States  Weather  Bureau — ESSA  from  Helena  and  Great  Falls. 

The  Flight  Portion  was  directed  by  personnel  from  F.A.A.’s  General  Aviation  District  Offices  in 
Helena  and  Billings.  The  actual  flight  procedure  instruction  was  give  by  five  flight-line  instructor 
graduates  of  previous  Montana  courses  and  designated  pilot  examiners. 

To-date,  ninty-nine  certificates  and  MAC  wings  have  been  presented  to  F.I.R.C.  graduates. 

The  following  nineteen  Montana  Flight  Instructors  attended  the  1966  course. 


Name 

Operations 

City 

County 

Allan  S.  Anderson 

Herrod  Aviation  Co. 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Albert  F.  Bergmann 

Self  Employed 

Great  Falls 

Cascade 

William  K.  Colman 

Tope’s  Air  Spray,  Ft.  Benton 

Butte 

Silver  Bow 

Craig  C.  Cook 

Hamilton  Aviation 

Hamilton 

Ravalli 

Herbert  B.  Fisher,  Jr. 

Flight  Line,  Inc. 

Belgrade 

Gallatin 

James  A.  Ford 

Johnson  Flying  Service 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Gail  J.  Keilman 

Herrod  Aviation 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Gary  J.  Martin 

Mendel  Flying  Service 

Malta 

Phillips 

Steve  R.  Oglesby 

Self  Employed 

Peerless 

Daniels 

Norman  W.  Rasmussen 

Modern  Aire  Flight  Ser. 

Culbertson 

Roosevelt 

Richard  Rundell 

Aeronautics  School 

Helena 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Robert  L.  Sanderson 

Johnson  Flying  Service 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Fredrick  J.  Schneider 

Morrison  Flying  Service 

Helena 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Larry  L.  Schweitzer 

Skycraft  Inc. 

Lewistown 

Fergus 

Wayne  L.  Sperling 

Miles  City  Aero,  Inc. 

Miles  City 

Custer 

John  M.  Stowe 

Holman  Aviation  Co. 

Great  Falls 

Cascade 

Bert  Swainson 

Yellowstone  Skyways 

Livingston 

Park 

Donald  Van  Manen 

Don’s  Flying  Service 

Plains 

Sanders 

Ralph  S.  Young 

Montana  Airmotive 

Billings 

Yellowstone 
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AVIATION  MECHANICS  REFRESHER  SEMINAR 

The  Aviation  Mechanics  Refresher  Seminars,  sponsored  by  the  Aeronautics  Commission  were 
held  in  the  facilities  of  the  Helena  Senior  High  School’s  Aeronautics  and  Related  Trades  Department. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  Seminars  is  to  establish  a thorough  program  wherein  Montana’s  avia- 
tion mechanics  may  obtain  the  knowledge  of  the  latest  equipment  and  procedures  and  receive 
technical  assistance  of  factory  trained  technicians  and  industry  specialists. 

Montana’s  Third  Aviation  Mechanics  Refresher  Seminar  was  held  November  20  through 
December  6,  1965. 

Manufacturers  and  representatives  of  the  aviation  industry  who  made  presentations  at  the  1965 
seminar  were: 

FEDERAL  AVIATION  AGENCY 

GADO  #1  and  #9 

AIRCRAFT  COMPANIES 

Beech  Aircraft  Corporation  Mooney  Aircraft  Company 

Cessna  Aircraft  Company  Piper  Aircraft  Corporation 

Combs  Aircraft,  Inc. 

COMPONENT  MANUFACTURERS 
Bendix  Corporation  Hoffman  Taff,  Inc. 

Brittain  Industries,  Inc.  Lycoming  Division  - Avco  Corporation 

Champion  Spark  Plug  Company  Pacific  Airmotive  Corporation 

ELECTRONICS 
Electronic  Consultants  Service 


The  following  23  mechanics  attended  the  1965  seminar: 


Name 

Operations 

Town 

County 

Rolan  Albright 

Albright  Flying  Service 

Roundup 

Musselshell 

Harold  Anderson 

Anderson  Field 

Wolf  Point 

Roosevelt 

Douglas  G.  Burgess 

Missoula  Skyflite 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Ken  Butters 

Big  Sky  Maintenance 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Patrick  D.  Doyle 

Toulouse  Aircraft  Service 

Havre 

Hill 

Joseph  C.  Engel 

Point-Aero  Service 

Wolf  Point 

Roosevelt 

Floyd  Ferguson 

Glacier  View  Skyways 

Kalispell 

Flathead 

Glen  C.  Gregory 

Self-Employed 

Big  Timber 

Sweet  Grass 

Don  W.  Guinan 

Mendel  Flying  Service 

Malta 

Phillips 

John  Hebbleman 

Hebbleman  Flying  Service 

Chinook 

Blaine 

Phillip  Huebner 

Severson  Air  Activities 

Great  Falls 

Cascade 

Gary  Jacobson 

Lynch  Flying  Service 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Jimmie  J.  Johnson 

Central  Flying  Service 

Lewistown 

Fergus 

Harold  Keilman 

Glendive  Flying  Service 

Glendive 

Dawson 

Larry  Lorz 

Miles  City  Aero,  Inc. 

Miles  City 

Custer 

Don  Micknak 

Johnson  Flying  Service 

Missoula 

Missoula 

John  “Bud”  Morrison 

Morrison  Flying  Service 

Helena 

Lewis  and  Clark 

A.  J.  Patenaude 

Red  Lodge  Airways 

Red  Lodge 

Carbon 

Norman  Rasmussen 

Modern  Air  Flight  Service 

Culbertson 

Roosevelt 

W.  M.  Rush 

Self  Employed 

Scobey 

Daniels 

Arlin  Wass 

Flight  Line,  Inc. 

Belgrade 

Gallatin 

Kenneth  N.  Wendland 

Big  Sky  Maintenance 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Frank  B.  Wryn 

Johnson  Flying  Service 

Missoula 

Missoula 
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FILM  AND  EDUCATION  SERIES  LIBRARY 


Audio-visual  material  is  available  on  a free  loan  basis  to  schools,  pilot  groups,  civic  organiza- 
tions and  other  interested  persons. 

During  the  fiscal  year  65-66  approximately  64,320  individuals  had  the  opportunity  to  view  the 
films  — an  increase  of  39%  over  last  year.  Twenty  nine  films  are  carried  in  the  Commission  film 
library  with  subjects  ranging  from  launching  of  satellites  to  the  operation  of  a state  aviation 
agency. 

The  Commission  has  added  two  new  films  during  this  fiscal  year.  The  Four  Days  of  Gemini 
4,  and  Come  Fly  With  Me,  Darlene  and  six  NASA  films  have  been  obtained  for  distribution  in 
Montana. 

The  film  “Montana  and  the  Sky”  produced  by  the  Commission  in  1953  remains  the  most  popu- 
lar, receiving  62  Montana  bookings  in  addition  to  75  out- 
totaling  approximately  6,000  viewers. 


Prints  Title 

2 A Fire  Called  Jeremiah  

1 Agricultural  Aviation  

2 Airport  America  

1 Air  Taxi,  USA 

1 Approach  to  Land,  GCA 

1 Approach  to  Land,  ILS  C 

2 Aviation  and  the  States 

1 Before  Saturn  

1 Celestial  Mechanics  & the  Lunar  Probe 

1 Clouds  of  Venus  

3 Come  Fly  With  Me,  Darlene 

2 Eyes  in  Outer  Space  

2 Flight  Decision 

1 Flying  Businessman  

1 Flying  Farmer 

1 Flying  VOR  

1 Lunar  Bridgehead  1 

2 Man  in  Flight 

3 Man  in  Space  

16  Montana  and  the  Sky 

1 Project  Apollo-Manned  Flight  to  the  Moon 

2 Roads  in  the  Sky  

2 Road  to  the  Stars  

1 Take  the  High  Road  

1 The  Best  Investment  We  Ever  Made 

2 The  Four  Days  of  Gemini  4 

1 The  Mastery  of  Space 

2 To  Save  A Life 

1 We  Saw  it  Happen 

8 Records  and  film  strips 

Total  


state  showing  in 

29  different 

states 

FY-63 

FY-64 

FY-65 

FY-66 

46 

40 

5 

13 

15 

11 

12 

21 

23 

21 

5 

12 

13 

13 

2 

5 

10 

3 

5 

10 

5 

17 

22 

28 

18 

17 

18 

26 

22 

35 

42 

12 

25 

24 

16 

2 

21 

12 

8 

5 

14 

12 

12 

7 

5 

12 

20 

11 

25 

40 

46 

36 

54 

47 

62 

92 

110 

122 

137 

19 

17 

33 

22 

20 

36 

34 

36 

9 

20 

20 

21 

9 

22 

26 

16 

12 

23 

18 

16 

5 

21 

22 

20 

19 

23 

37 

231 

463 

576 

804 

Film  strips  and/or  records  available  include  the  following: 

Aviation  Physiology  Instrument  Flight 

Why  Instrument  Training  Los  Angeles  to  New  York  VFR 

General  Aviation  Grow  Kit  Tower  Communications 

Theory  of  Flight  ATC  Clears 

On  Course,  On  the  Glidepath  In  Radar  Contact 

A film  brochure  is  available  listing  the  audio-visual  material  and  the  methods  of  shipment  and 
ordering. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


DIRECTORY 

The  Commissions  Airport  Division  publishes  an  airport  directory  containing  individual  draw- 
ings of  each  of  the  118  public  use  airports  in  the  state.  The  drawings  show  the  airports  in  detail 
and  their  locations  relative  to  the  adjacent  cities.  Included  in  the  Directory  is  technical  infor- 
mation that  is  of  vital  importance  to  pilots  flying  in  Montana. 

Revisions  are  compiled  and  distributed  on  an  annual  basis. 

AERONAUTICAL  CHART 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  publishes  an  air  navigational  chart  of  Montana  which  has  proven 
to  be  of  unlimited  value  in  the  state  and  has  become  greatly  appreciated  by  out-of-state  pilots. 
Revisions  were  distributed  in  October,  1965. 

NEWSLETTER 

A monthly  publication  entitled  “Montana  and  the  Sky”  is  sent  to  all  registered  pilots,  flight 
operators,  schools,  news  media,  Federal  departments  and  aviation  organizations  in  Montana.  The 
courtesy  mailing  includes  National  aeronautics  organizations,  departments  and  news  media.  Cour- 
tesy copies  are  furnished  to  all  interested  individuals  upon  request. 

The  publication,  varying  from  8 to  16  pages  in  length,  features  Montana  aviation  persons, 
organizations  and  activities.  Attention  is  focused  on  National  items  of  particular  interest  and  tech- 
nical features  of  special  importance. 

Circulation  in  the  fiscal  year  1966  reached  approximately  4700  with  an  out-of  state  distribution 
of  over  550.  It  is  estimated  that  5,000  circulation  will  be  reached  by  fall  of  1966. 

FLIGHT  PLAN  WEATHER  BOOKLET 

The  Flight  Plan/Weather  Booklet  is  an  8V2"  by  11"  tablet  consisting  of  50  detachable  pages  on 
which  pilots  can  file  their  flight  plan,  copy  the  weather  data  and  maintain  a flight  log  complete  on 
a one-page  form.  A pilot  is  able  to  check  each  subsequent  weather  broadcast  while  in  flight  for  com- 
parison with  previous  sequences  and  determine  if  the  weather  is  improving  or  detriorating. 

The  Flight  Plan/Weather  Booklet  was  distributed  to  all  Montana  Flight  Operators;  U.S. 
Weather  Bureaus;  Federal  Aviation  Agency  Flight  Service  Stations,  Control  Towers  and  General 
Aviation  District  Offices  in  Montana.  They  are  available  upon  request  to  interested  groups  and 
individuals  within  Montana  and  out-of-state. 

PILOTS  WEATHER  LOG 

The  Pilots  Weather  Log  is  a pocket  sized  booklet  consisting  of  an  explanatory  page  of  the  Key 
to  Aviation  Weather  Reports  and  50  detachable  pages  (Identical  to  the  top  portion  of  the  Flight 
Plan  Weather  Booklet  page).  The  log  was  devised  to  allow  pilots  to  copy  weather  reports  while 
checking  the  forecast  by  telephone  and  make  is  possible  to  have  the  weather  data  convenient  for 
comparison  with  future  weather  broadcasts  in  order  to  determine  the  weather  trend  en  route. 

The  Weather  logs  were  distributed  to  all  registered  pilots;  Flight  Operators;  U.S.  Weather 
Bureaus;  Federal  Aviation  Agency  Flight  Service  Stations,  Control  Towers  and  General  Aviation 
District  Offices  throughout  Montana.  The  logs  are  available  upon  request  to  interested  groups 
and  individuals  within  Montana  and  out-of-state. 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE  BOOKLET 

Operating  Rules  and  Regulations  on  the  West  Yellowstone  Airport  booklet  was  revised  in 
October  1965  and  the  schedule  of  fees  for  aircraft  operations  included. 

GO-NO-GO-CHARTS 

The  Go-No-Go-Charts  furnish  a graphic  display  to  show  pilots  the  safe-wind  velocities  in 
which  they  should  taxi  or  take  off  in  their  particular  aircraft. 

The  charts,  encased  in  11"  by  14"  frames  for  display  in  prominent  locations  were  distributed  to 
all  flight  operators;  U.S.  Weather  Bureaus  - ESSA;  F.A.A.’s  Flight  Service  Station’s,  Control  Towers 
and  General  Aviation  District  Offices.  The  charts  are  available  upon  request. 
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AIRPORT  LEASING  GUIDE 


The  Airport  Leasing  Guide  was  prepared  and  distributed  in  1964  through  the  mutual  coopera- 
tion of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  the  National  Aviation  Trades  Association,  Shell 
Oil  Company  and  the  Utility  Airplane  Council  of  Aerospace  Industries  Association. 

The  guide  represents  another  effort  in  the  continuing  program  to  maintain  and  improve  air 
transportation  facilities  for  the  benefit  of  all  people  and  has  been  widely  requested  by  out-of-state 
Aeronautics  Commissions,  Organizations,  Airport  Managers  and  Aviation  Industries. 

The  Airport  Leasing  Guide  is  available  upon  request. 

DENSITY  ALTITUDE  CHART 

The  Commission  staff  developed  a Density  Altitude  Chart  in  1963  which  shows  the  equivalent 
elevation  on  an  airport  at  any  given  temperature  above  standard  temperature. 

The  density  altitude  charts  were  distributed  to  all  airport  operators,  airport  managers, 
F.A.A.’s  Flight  Service  Stations  and  Control  Towers  and  U.S.  Weather  Bureaus. 

Montana  orders  continue  to  be  filled  and  a large  number  have  been  requested  by  out-of-state 
aeronautics  departments  and  airport  managers. 

The  Density  Altitude  Charts  are  available  upon  request. 

RECREATIONAL  AIRSTRIP  LISTING 

A listing  of  airstrips  giving  the  location,  altitude,  longitude  and  accessibility  to  fishing,  hunt- 
ing and  resort  areas,  was  compiled  by  the  Commission.  The  bulk  of  the  15,000  copies  was  supplied 
to  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  for  insertion  in  their  Fishing  and  Hunting  Guide.  The 
balance  of  the  printed  material  is  being  used  by  the  Aeronautics  Commission  in  answering  out-of- 
state  requests  regarding  recreational  airports  in  Montana. 

VOCATIONAL  AGRICULTURE  BOOK 

A 21  page  book  entitled  “Montana’s  Flying  Classrooms”  was  compiled  and  published  by  the 
Aeronautics  Commission  during  the  fiscal  year  1966. 

“Montana’s  Flying  Classrooms”  supplies  a bssic  outline  of  Montana’s  Vo~Ag  Program  in  the 
high  schools.  To  accent  the  importance  of  the  use  of  aircraft  on  the  program,  a main  portion  is 
donated  to  photographs  denoting  the  various  examples  of  agricultural  practices,  conservation 
methods  and  topography  observed  by  students  during  the  flights. 

To-date  the  book  has  been  distributed  to  Montana’s  high  school  principals,  General  Aviation 
Operators,  in  addition  to  State  Aeronautics  Departments,  Vo-Ag  Instructors  and  Libraries  through- 
out the  United  States. 

Copies  are  available  for  Educational  Administrators  and  Aeronautical  Departments  upon  re- 
quest. 


ADDRESSOGRAPH 

The  Commission’s  addressograph  system  furnishes  a general  mail-out  of  approximately  4,700. 

Individual  lists  are  available  to  accomplish  mail-outs  to  General  Aviation  Operators;  Airport 
Managers;  Aviation  Mechanics;  Registered  Pilots;  Elementary  and  High  Schools  (public  and  private); 
Teacher  Workshop  Participants  and  the  Press  Media. 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES 

The  Commission,  on  request  has  given  assistance  and  acted  as  coordinator  for  fly-ins,  dedica- 
tions and  various  organizational  aviation  functions  for  the  following  flying  organizations  and 
civic  groups:  Montana  Pilots  Association;  Montana  Pilots  Association  Local  Hangars;  City  and 

County  Airport  Boards;  Flying  Farmers  and  Ranchers;  Ninety-Nine’s;  Chambers  of  Commerce;  In- 
ternational Northwest  Aviation  Council;  National  Aviation  Trades  Association;  National  Associa- 
tion of  State  Aviation  Officials  and  the  aviation  departments  of  other  states. 

The  Safety  and  Education  Division  complies  with  all  requests  from  schools  throughout  Montana 
requesting  cloud  charts  and  miscellaneous  aeronautical  material.  In  fiscal  1966  several  hundreds  of 
requests  from  out-of-state  were  answered  for  aeronautical  material  and  information. 
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AIRPORT  DIVISION 

James  H.  Monger,  Assisiant  Director  and  Chief  of  Airport  Division 


Worlhie  M.  Rauscher,  Airport  Engineering 
Vernon  L.  Moody,  Airport  Maintenance 
David  C.  Kneedler,  Airport  Technician 
Marian  Roeder,  Secretary 

Joe  King,  Airway  Beacon  Maintenance  (Part  Time) 

Hal  Wight,  Yellowstone  Airport  Manager* 

Ben  Algard,  Yellowstone  Airport  Custodian* 

Joe  Bridges,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 

Earl  Goodno,  Airmarking  Maintenance* 

Kenneth  McCauley,  Airmarking/ Maintenance* 

Dean  Stroh,  Airmarking  Maintenance* 

Joan  DeBorde,  Secretary  (Terminated-5/26/66) 

Delver  Randell,  Yellowstone  Custodian*  (Terminated-12/17/65) 
Dennis  Acton,  Airmarking/Maintenance*  (Terminated-9/1 1/65) 
Paul  Bunn,  Airmarking/Maintenance*  (Terminated-9/1 1/65) 

* Seasonal  Employees  Only 
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AIRPORT  DIVISION  PROGRAMS 
Fiscal  Year — 1966 

I.  AIRPORT  SERVICES  PROGRAM  S3,  26 

A.  Windcone  Standards 

B.  Registration  Desks 

C.  Name  Markers 

D.  Runway  Markers 

E.  Comfort  Stations 

F.  Telephones 

G.  Surplus  Property 

H.  Management  School 

I.  Engineering  Services 

J.  Airport  Directory 


II.  BEACON  RELOCATION  PROGRAM 36,  37,  38 

A.  Airway  Beacons 

B.  Airport  Beacons 

III.  AIRMARKING  38,  39 

IV.  STATE  OWNED  AIRPORTS  39,  40 

V.  AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM  41,  42 

A.  Financial  Survey 

B.  Federal/State/Local  Projects 

VI.  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANT  PROGRAM 43,  44 

VII.  AIRPORT  IMPROVEMENT  LOAN  PROGRAM 44,  45,  46,  47 

VIII.  GENERAL  AVIATION  UTILITY  AIRPORTS 48,  49 

IX.  COOPERATIVE  AIRPORT  PROJECTS  49,  50 
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AIRPORT  STATISTICS 

At  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1966,  Montana  had  110  publicly  owned  airports.  15  of  these  airports  are 
air  carrier  airports;  that  is,  they  are  being  served  by  an  airline  daily.  49  of  these  airports  are 
paved  and  54  are  lighted.  65  Montana  airports  have  beacons.  There  are  approximately  325  privately 
owned  airstrips  in  Montana,  most  of  these  are  located  on  farms  or  ranches,  and  most  of  them  are 
available  for  public  use  also. 


AIRPORT  SERVICES 

Wind-Cone  Standards 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  supplies  prefabricated  wind-cone  standards  to  public 
airports  upon  request.  These  standards  are  erected  free  of  charge  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  on  any  public  use  airport  that  does  not  have  a wind-cone  standard.  Private  use  air- 
ports can  purchase  a complete  standard,  installed,  for  $150.00. 


In  1966,  wind-cone  standards  were  erected  at  the  following  locations: 


Bozeman  Airstrip 
Harlowton 
Schafer  (2) 
Spotted  Bear  (2) 
Wisdom 


Jackson 
Three  Forks 
Livingston 
Broadus 

Flying  “D”  Ranch  (2) 


Previous  installed  wind-cone  standards  at  public  airports  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Com- 
mission are  located  at: 


Anaconda 

Ashland 

Augusta 

Babb  (2) 

Boulder 

Browning 

Canyon  Ferry 

Chinook 

East  Poplar 

Ekalaka 


Eureka 

Fortine  (2) 

Gardiner 

Harlem 

Helena 

Hinsdale 

Hogeland 

Lavina 

Lincoln 

Martinsdale 


Meadow  Creek  (2) 

Morgan 

N Bar  Ranch 

9 Quarter  Circle 

Oxbow 

Polebridge 

Richey 

Rock  Creek 

Ryegate 


Seeley  Lake  (2) 
Sweetgrass 
Tiber  Dam 
Turner 
West  Poplar 
Whitefish 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Wilsall 

Wise  River 


The  construction  in  1966  brings  the  total  units  now  installed  to  55. 
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PILOT  REGISTRATION  DESKS 

The  State  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Montana  Pilots’  Association  made  a suggestion  to  the  Mon- 
tana Aeronautics  Commission  which  was  implemented  in  1965.  The  Montana  Pilots’  Association 
suggested  that  the  Aeronautics  Commission  provide  a very  simple  self -supported  pilot  registration 
desk  on  every  public  airport  in  Montana  that  does  not  have  a full-time  attendant.  The  purpose 
of  these  registration  desks  is  to  have  a record  of  the  aircraft  and  number  of  people  that  are  using 
public  airports  throughout  the  State.  This  information  can  become  valuable  when  a city  or  county 
commission  is  deciding  whether  or  not  a suggested  project  on  the  airport  would  be  justified 
through  usage. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  contracted  with  the  State  Parks  Division  to  construct 
50  of  these  units.  The  cost  was  $28.00  a piece,  and  in  the  summer  of  1965,  the  airmarking  and  airport 
maintenance  summer  crews  installed  47  pilot  registration  desks  at  the  following  airports  through- 
out Montana: 


Augusta 

Ekalaka 

Medicine  Lake 

Terry 

Babb 

Fairfield 

Lincoln 

Three  Forks 

Big  Sandy 

Forsyth 

Opheim 

Tiber 

Boulder 

Fort  Peck 

Polebridge 

Townsend 

Bridger 

Gardiner 

Richey 

Troy 

Broadus 

Geraldine 

Ronan 

Turner 

Browning 

Harlem 

Ryegate 

Twin  Bridges 

Circle 

Hinsdale 

St.  Ignatius 

Whitefish 

Clinton 

Hot  Springs 

Seeley  Lake 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Deer  Lodge 

Jordan 

Stanford 

Winifred 

Denton 

Laurel 

Stevensville 

Wolf  Creek 

Dutton 

Lavina 

Sunburst 

AIRPORT  NAME  STONE  MARKERS 

The  summer  airport  maintenance  crew  has  constructed  stone  markers  on  state-constructed,  re- 
motely located  airstrips.  The  stone  markers  indicate  the  name  of  the  airport,  along  with  the  field 
elevation.  The  name  letters  are  10  feet  high,  and  painted  bright  yellow,  and  show  up  vividly  from 
the  air.  The  stones  used  in  the  markers  are  all  approximately  8 to  16  inches  in  size. 

Stone  markers  have  been  constructed  at: 

Canyon  Ferry  Augusta 

East  Poplar  Ekalaka 

Lincoln  Polebridge 

Seeley  Lake 

FIBERGLASS  CONE 
RUNWAY  MARKERS 

In  the  past,  the  Aeronautics  Commission  has  always  used  gravel  and/or  concrete  flush-type 
runway  edge  markers.  The  flush  markers  were  quite  expensive  and  not  visible  during  snow 
conditions.  They  also  required  a great  deal  of  maintenance.  The  Airport  Division  has  designed  a 
new  runway  marker  to  be  used  on  the  VFR  airports  and  to  be  installed  on  newly  constructed 
general  aviation  utility  airports.  The  runway  marker  has  been  fabricated  by  the  Linnton  Corpora- 
tion of  Sidney,  Montana.  The  marker  is  made  of  fiberglass  and  is  virtually  indestructable,  and  re- 
quires a minimum  of  maintenance.  In  the  event  that  the  marker  is  struck  by  an  aircraft,  it  is  so 
designed  to  keep  the  aircraft  damage  virtually  zero.  The  runway  marker  can  be  obtained  in  any 
color  from  the  Linnton  Corporation;  however,  the  Aeronautics  Commission  has  determined  that 
white  appears  to  be  the  best  color  for  the  highest  visibility  on  most  VFR  airports.  The  cost  of 
the  new  marker  is  approximately  $8.50  each.  The  old  concrete  markers  were  as  high  as  $40.00 
each,  and  in  isolated  locations,  the  cost  was  even  greater.  The  markers  are  placed  along  the  edge 
of  the  runway  approximately  every  200  feet.  The  markers  are  secured  into  the  ground  by  using 
four  bridge  spikes.  Each  marker  has  a black  cap  to  allow  greater  visibility  under  snow  conditions. 
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The  airmarking  and  airport  maintenance  summer  work  crew  installed  the  new  fibreglass 
runway  markers  at  the  following  airports  in  1966: 

Elliot  Field  (Rock  Creek) 

Polebridge 
OxBow 
Canyon  Ferry 
Sweetgrass 
Lincoln 

White  Sulphur  Springs 


These  airports  are  state-owned  and  it  has  been  noted  that  many  flying  farmers  are  now  pur- 
chasing this  runway  marker  to  mark  their  personal  strips,  and  several  airport  boards  are  also 
purchasing  this  marker  to  delineate  their  runways. 


COMFORT  STATIONS 

To  date  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  summer  maintenance  crew  has  provided  rest 
room  facilities  at  remotely  located  airports  in  Montana.  These  airport  comfort  facilities  have  been 
placed  at: 

Augusta  Boulder  Lincoln  (2)  Wolf  Creek 

Babb  Browning  Seeley  Lake  (2) 


AIRPORT  TELEPHONES 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  continually  striving  to  impress  local  airport  boards  of 
the  need  of  a pay  telephone  on  every  public  airport  in  Montana.  A pay  telephone  is  most  neces- 
sary due  to  the  distance  from  town  to  some  airports  and  to  the  fact  that  many  airports  in  Montana 
are  not  attended.  In  1965  telephone  booths  were  installed  at  the  Seeley  Lake  airport,  West 
Yellowstone  airport  and  Harlowton  airport. 


SURPLUS  PROPERTY 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  a screening  agent  between  the  United  States  Air 
Force  and  public  airports  in  Montana.  This  office  receives  catalogs  of  surplus  equipment  that  has 
been  declared  excess  by  the  Federal  Government.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  makes 
application  for  suitable  property  on  behalf  of  local  airport  boards.  Surplus  property  has  been 
acquired  for: 


Cut  Bank:  Jeep  Snow  Plow  Attachment 
Bozeman:  Electrical  Transformer 
West  Yellowstone:  Aircraft  Tug 
Shelby:  Snow  Plow  Blade 


Great  Falls:  Wheel  Chocks 
Eureka:  Boundary  Lights 
Three  Forks:  Field  Markers 
Great  Falls:  Snow  Plow  Blade 


AIRPORT  MANAGEMENT  SCHOOL 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  co-sponsor  with  the  Montana  Airport  Manage- 
ment Association  every  year  on  a one-day  training  seminar.  This  seminar  is  conducted  each 
spring  and  the  main  purpose  is  to  assist  airport  boards  and  airport  managers  in  up-dating  their 
knowledge  and  methods  of  new  airport  regulations  and  new  methods  in  airport  maintenance  and 
construction. 
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ENGINEERING  SERVICES 

Whenever  a local  airport  board  has  a particular  major  construction  project  to  accomplish 
they  will  always  retain  a registered  Montana  consulting  engineer  to  render  the  engineering  service 
desired.  Whenever  the  Aeronautics  Commission  is  in  need  of  a consulting  engineering  firm  to  con- 
duct a major  engineering  project  on  a state  airport,  the  consulting  engineer  is  retained  on  behalf 
of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  Department  of 
Administration. 

Occasionally,  a local  airport  board  or  town  or  county,  will  want  to  accomplish  an  airport  im- 
provement project  through  the  use  of  volunteer  men  and  equipment.  These  projects  are  generally 
quite  small  and  because  they  are  volunteer  projects,  they  usually  do  not  have  funds  available  for 
engineering  services,  therefore,  in  this  case,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  render 
engineering  services  by  our  Airport  Division  airport  engineers  at  the  request  of  the  local  sponsor. 

Any  private  airport  owner  whose  airport  is  open  to  the  public  is  eligible  for  technical  assist- 
ance from  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  Special  technical  airport  engineering  assistance 
has  been  given  to  privately  owned  and  public  airports  at: 


Fortine 

Lewistown 

Wise  River 

Eureka 

Martinsdale 

Seeley  Lake 

Ennis 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Three  Forks 

Harlowton 

Townsend 

Kalispell  (City  Field) 

Scobey 

Glendive 

Miles  City 

Sidney 

Shelby 

Jordan 

Broadus 

AIRPORT  DIRECTORY 


The  Commission’s  Airport  Division  publishes  an  airport 
directory  containing  individual  drawings  of  each  of  the  118 
public  use  airports  in  the  State.  The  drawings  show  the  air- 
ports in  detail  and  their  locations  relative  to  the  adjacent 
cities.  Included  in  the  directory  is  technical  information  that 
is  of  vital  importance  and  value  to  pilots  flying  in  Montana. 

The  lastest  revisions  are  presently  being  compiled  and  will 
be  available  for  distribution  early  in  1967. 


BEACON  RELOCATION  PROGRAM 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has,  in  the  past,  provided  20  Montana  airports  with  a 
surplus  beacon  unit  which  was  obtained  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  as  surplus  property. 
These  beacon  locations  are  as  follows: 


Big  Sandy 

Bridger 

Chester 

Chinook 

Choteau 

Columbus 

Conrad 

Culbertson 

Eureka 

Fort  Benton 

Geraldine 

Hamilton 

Malta 

Plentywood 

Red  Lodge 

Scobey 

Shelby 

Three  Forks 

West  Yellowstone 

Winifred 
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In  the  year  of  1966,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  obtained  more  surplus  beacons 
from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency.  These  beacons  were  removed  from  non-strategic  airway  loca- 
tions and  relocated  to  airports.  The  surplus  beacon  relocation  program  now  has  36  different  air- 
ports that  were  provided  with  beacons  from  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  The  1966  pro- 
gram included  new  units  for: 


Valier 

Stanford 

Ryegate 

Lincoln 

Kalispell  (City  Field) 
Glasgow  (Tower  only) 
Anaconda 


White  Sulphur  Springs 

Seeley  Lake 

Poison 

Laurel 

Jordan 

Augusta 

Broadus 


Chinook 


Plentywood  (Tower  only) 


The  Federal  Aviation  Agency  continues  to  operate  8 airway  beacons  in  Western  Montana.  The 
Federal  Aviation  Agency  abandoned  29  other  airway  beacons.  16  of  these  went  to  the  above-men- 
tioned airports,  and  12  locations  have  been  retained  as  airway  beacons  in  the  State.  These  are: 


St.  Regis 

Bonita 

Hardy 

Avon 

Boulder 

Strawberry 


Alberton 
Wolf  Creek 
Stony  Point 
Spokane  Hill 
Whitetail 
Canyon  Resort 


It  was  felt  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  that  these  airways  beacons  should  be  left 
in  that  specific  location  and  be  continued  as  a navigational  aid  for  night  VFR  flying. 
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AIRWAY  BEACONS 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  agreed  that  if  a local  airport  board  desired  a beacon, 
they  would  agree  to  furnish  the  location  and  the  power,  and  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
would  contract  to  have  the  beacon  unit  relocated  from  the  mountain  top  to  the  municipal  airport. 
The  city  in  each  of  the  16  cases  above  has  since  taken  over  the  beacon  and  will  maintain  it,  and 
operate  it  hereafter.  The  cost  per  beacon  relocation  has  been  approximately  $3,000.00  each. 


AIRMARKING  PROGRAM 


Montana  has  243  roof  tops  airmarked  throughout  the  State. 
These  airmarkers  are  placed  in  most  every  small  town  in  the 
State.  Many  of  the  larger  ranches  in  eastern  Montana  are 
airmarked  due  to  the  vast  distance  to  the  next  city.  The  com- 
plete airmarker  indicates  to  a pilot,  the  name  of  the  location 
that  he  is  flying  over,  the  direction  and  distance  of  the  nearest 
airport,  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  his  present  location  and 
a north  arrow.  Very  few  new  airmarkers  are  established  each 
year,  however,  the  program  continues  to  maintain  the  existing 
markers  and  paint  new  ones  where  justified,  and  repair  old 
existing  roof  top  markers. 


Montana  also  has  the  western  region  of  the  State  airmarked  in  the  forest  lands.  The  higher 
mountainous  areas  are  airmarked  through  a series  of  identification  numbers  on  Forest  Service  look- 
out towers  throughout  Western  Montana.  There  are  97  forest  lookout  towers  airmarked.  The  cost 
of  painting  an  airmarker  has  been  averaged  out  at  approximately  $40.00  each,  which  includes  sal- 
aries and  expenses  of  the  summer  airmarking  crew,  the  paint  thinner,  miscellaneous  hand  tools 
and  vehicle  expense. 

In  the  year  of  1965,  2,300  Montana  pilots  were  queried  as  to  their  consensus  of  the  necessity 
of  the  airmarking  program.  Approximately  one- half  of  the  pilots  returned  their  questionnaire  and 
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83%  of  the  total  returns  were  definitely  in  favor  of  the  program,  14%  were  opposed  and  3% 
were  undecided.  Due  to  this  survey  made  of  the  Montana  Pilots,  the  Aeronautics  Commission 
chose  to  continue  the  airmarking  program,  realizing,  of  course,  that  the  air-marker  is  most  valu- 
able to  a pilot  from  out  of  the  state  who  would  be  unfamiliar  with  our  conditions  in  Montana,  just 
as  midwest  airmarkers  would  be  valuable  to  a Montana  pilot. 


STATE  AIRPORTS 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  the  statutory  authority  and  responsibility  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  state-owned  airports.  These  normally  are  confined  to  strategic  locations  due 
to:  An  aviation  traffic  need;  adjacent  to  recreational  areas;  an  emergency  value  due  to  a critical 
location  on  a high  use  VFR  flight  route;  a location  of  convenience  and  necessity  lending  accessi- 
bility to  the  area. 


These  projects  may  be  completed  soley  on  a state  basis  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal 
Aviation  Agency  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  United 
States  Forest  Service,  or  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Interior  or  a local  airport  board 
or  other  government  bodies.  All  engineering,  construction,  contracting,  inspection,  ownership  and 
costs  and  administration  are  under  jurisdiction  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 

This  state  airport  program  was  implemented  in  1957  and  since  that  time,  14  projects  have 
been  initiated: 


Babb 

Dell 

Dillon  (Beaverhead  County  Airport  Ad.  Building) 
Polebridge 

Elliot  Field  (Clinton,  near  Rock  Creek) 

Ross  International  (Sweetgrass  Border  Crossing) 
Tiber  Dam 


White  Sulphur  Springs 
Browning  (Starr  School) 

Canyon  Ferry  (Reservoir  West  Shore) 
East  Poplar  (Border  Crossing  Airstrip) 
OxBow  (Wolf  Creek) 

Yellowstone  Airport 
Lincoln  Airport 


During  the  fiscal  year  of  1966,  considerable  effort  in  planning  was  given  to  the  possibility  of 
building  a new  airport  at  East  Glacier  in  Glacier  County  to  serve  Glacier  National  Park.  Also  con- 
sidered under  this  program  was  the  re-development  of  the  airport  at  Gardiner  in  Park  County 
to  serve  the  north  entrance  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  The  airport  proposals  at  Gardiner 
and  East  Glacier  are  under  site  investigation  and  a justification  study  as  well  as  a sponsorship 
determination.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  act  as  airport  sponsor  just  as  was  done 
in  the  case  of  the  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone.  Park  County  would  probably  sponsor  any 
improvements  at  Gardiner.  This  would  mean  then  that  it  may  be  possible  for  the  sponsor  in  each 
case  to  obtain  funds  directly  from  the  National  Park  Service  that  would  be  used  to  match  Federal 
Aviation  money  to  finance  the  entire  projects.  Considerable  thought  is  being  given  to  the  type  of 
airport  facility  that  would  be  located  near  East  Glacier  to  serve  Glacier  National  Park.  Terrain  is 
a restricting  feature  in  the  East  Glacier  area.  Therefore,  the  airport  that  might  possibly  handle  an 
airline  type  aircraft  would  have  to  be  located  a considerable  distance  from  town.  The  site  in- 
vestigation has  indicated  approximately  5.3  miles.  The  Aeronautics  Commission  has,  at  an  earlier 
date,  considered  building  a general  aviation  airstrip  at  East  Glacier,  however,  after  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  study  had  been  made,  they  were  approached  by  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  and  told  that  the  project  would  be  eligible  for  aid  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Pro- 
gram and  consideration  should  be  made  to  building  an  Air  Carrier  airport.  Since  this  time,  the 
federal  appropriation  has  been  under  consideration  by  Congress  in  Washington,  D.C. 

LINCOLN  AIRPORT 

The  Lincoln  Airport  was  completed  in  fiscal  year  1966.  The  total  cost  of  this  airport  project 
was  $91,336.88,  of  which  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  paid  $45,827.62  and  the  United  States  Forest 
Service  $2,500.00  for  a total  Federal  participation  of  $48,327.62.  Therefore,  the  State  of  Montana  as 
sponsor  of  this  project  expended  $43,009.26  on  the  Lincoln  Airport.  The  airport  consists  of  a paved 
runway  4,000  feet  in  length  and  75  feet  in  width  along  with  a paved  stub  taxiway  and  apron.  This 
airport  is  used  by  the  logging  industry,  hunters  and  fishermen  and  commercial  flight  operators. 
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YELLOWSTONE  AIRPORT 


The  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone,  Montana,  Gallatin  County,  was  completed  during  fiscal 
year  1965.  The  official  grand  opening  and  dedication  was  held  on  June  12,  1965.  At  this  time 
Western  Airlines  re-inaugurated  scheduled  airline  service  to  West  Yellowstone  for  the  summer 
months  each  year.  The  Yellowstone  Airport  project  was  financed  solely  with  funds  from  the 
Federal  Aviation  Agency  and  the  National  Park  Service.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
acted  as  sponsor  and  is  now  administrator  of  the  airport.  The  total  cost  of  this  airport  was  $1,282,- 
690.44.  The  airport  consists  of  a paved  runway  8,400  feet  in  length  and  150  feet  in  width  with  a 
paved  parallel  taxiway.  The  airport  has  a complete  medium  intensity  lighting  system  and  a 
beautiful  Terminal  Building  and  a small  maintenance  building. 

The  following  is  a brief  recapitulation  of  the  business  that  has  been  generated  at  the  new 
Yellowstone  Airport.  This  report  also  shows  some  of  the  income  derived  by  some  of  the  various 
lessees  on  the  airport: 


YELLOWSTONE  OPERATIONS,  SEASON  1966 


Field  Opened  5/15/66 

Scheduled  6/11/66 

Closed  9/30/66 

1965 

1966 

Terminal  Area: 

Available  for  Rental 

4,429 

Sq.  ft. 

4,429 

Sq. 

Rented 

3,762 

Sq.  ft. 

3,762 

Sq. 

Operations: 

Total  Scheduled  Operations 

526 

718 

Unscheduled  Operations 

2,691 

3,968 

TOTAL 

3,217 

4,686 

Total  Scheduled  Traffic: 

Passengers 

8,953 

9,474 

(Western  Airlines) 

Mail 

3,581 

lbs. 

4,552 

lbs. 

Express 

454 

lbs. 

675 

lbs. 

Freight 

7,208 

lbs. 

7,108 

lbs. 

Fuel  Sales: 

80/87 

11,199 

gal. 

13,334 

gal. 

(Big  Sky  Aviation) 

100/110 

20,238 

gal. 

22,976 

gal. 

Jet 

1,837 

gal. 

2,000 

gal. 

Tie  Down  Fees  Collected: 

$1,135 

$1,396 

Landing  Fees: 

139 

POSSIBLE  FUTURE 
STATE  AIRPORT  PROJECTS 

CONDON  (Improvement)  MARIAS  PASS  (E) 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE  (Enlarge  apron)  CHICO  HOT  SPRINGS  (R  & E) 


FORT  PECK  (South  Shore)  (R) 
YELLOWTAIL  (R  & E) 
HAUGAN  (E) 

ROOSVILLE  (BC) 


ROBINSON  BRIDGE  (R  & E) 
HERON  (E) 

SWEETGRASS  (Paving) 

EAST  GLACIER  (New  Airport) 


R = RECREATION  AIRSTRIP 
E = EMERGENCY  AIRSTRIP 
BC  = BORDER  CROSSING  AIRSTRIP 
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AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 

Designing  and  engineering  a statewide  system  of  airports  involves  the  preparation  and  revision 
of  the  annual  State  Airport  Program.  The  airport  division  staff  advises  and  consults  with  Federal, 
State,  local,  public  officials  and  civic  groups,  providing  assistance  in  the  planning  of  airport  develop- 
ment. Some  of  the  most  important  assistance  comes  in  the  form  of  financial  consultation  and 
actually  setting  up  the  method  of  financing  for  any  proposed  airport  project.  Many  times  the 
Airport  Division  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  agent  for  the  local  airport  board,  or  city 
and  county  commissioners,  in  their  dealing  with  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency,  consulting  engineers 
and  contractors.  The  airport  division  administers  policies  and  standards  as  applied  to  airport 
planning,  site  selection  design,  specifications,  construction,  operation,  maintenance,  improvements 
and  safety  on  all  Montana  airports. 

As  of  June  30,  1966,  the  Airport  Division  has  become  directly  involved  in  148  separate  airport 
projects.  All  of  these  projects  varied  in  size,  type  and  cost;  but  all  were  directly  concerned  with 
improving  the  local  airport  in  some  manner.  The  airport  development  program  started  in  1957. 

Full  responsibility  for  state-owned  airports  and  state  airport  construction  rests  in  the  Airports 
Division  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 

The  airport  engineers  in  the  Airports  Division  advise  and  assist  owners  and  prospective  owners 
of  airports,  both  public  and  private,  in  the  selection  of  new  airport  sites,  taking  into  consideration 
terrain,  soil,  approaches,  land  availability  and  value,  and  many  other  technical  factors.  The  Air- 
ports Division  assists  consulting  engineers  who  prepare  most  of  the  detail  airport  construction  plans 
for  local  airport  boards,  in  determining  financing  and  review  of  plans  and  specifications. 

Many  airport  boards  in  the  state  will  do  certain  airport  improvements  without  the  financial 
aid  of  either  the  state  or  federal  government.  They  sometimes  call  on  the  Aeronautics  Commis- 
sion to  give  them  technical  advice  and  minor  engineering  help  when  the  local  improvement  is  being 
done  with  volunteer  men  and  equipment.  Many  towns  have  taken  advantage  of  this  service  and 
each  have  indicated  their  appreciation. 

FINANCIAL  SURVEY 
4- Year  Forecast 

Late  in  1965  a financial  survey  of  all  Montana  airports  was  made  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission.  This  survey  became  a part  of  the  National  Airport  Survey.  Airports  Boards  have 
returned  information  to  this  office  that  indicates  for  the  next  four  calendar  years  there  will  be 
airport  improvement  projects  of  all  types  in  the  state  costing  $10,974,303.  Of  this  astonishing  amount 
it  is  estimated  that  local  funds  will  only  be  available  in  the  amount  of  $3,743,174.  This,  then,  means 
that  the  federal  and  state  governments  will  be  looked  upon  for  financial  support  to  accomplish  the 
airport  improvement  projects  that  are  necessary.  This  information  will  be  submitted  to  Congress 
through  the  proper  agencies  so  that  they  can  determine  the  extent  of  Federal  Aviation  Agency 
grant  money  that  would  be  appropriate.  It  is  anticipated  that  over  this  four-year  period  there  will 
be  approximately  2.2  million  dollars  available  to  Montana  cities  and  counties  from  the  loan  pro- 
gram of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  This  10-year  non-interest  loan  will  be  used  to 
aid  in  the  financing  of  an  airport  improvement  project. 

The  loan  program  is  most  vital  to  the  cities  and  counties  in  providing  the  necessary  matching 
funds  in  a Federal  project  on  any  Montana  airport.  From  our  4-year  financial  forecast  it  appears 
that  Montana  will  need  5 million  dollars  in  grants  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  in  order  to 
keep  our  airports  adequate.  This  federal  money  will  have  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  3.7 
million  local  money  and  2.2  State  money  in  order  to  keep  Montana  airports  adequate,  safe  and 
useful. 

FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  PROJECTS 
(Federal  Aid  Airport  Programs) 

The  Federal  Aviation  Agency  has  a grant  program  whereby  approximately  53%  of  the  funds 
required  for  an  airport  improvement  project  will  be  granted  by  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency.  This 
grant  will  be  made  only  to  federally  approved  airport  projects  when  the  sponsor  (local  government) 
will  provide  the  other  47%  of  the  total  project  cost.  In  many  instances  the  local  airport  board  does 
not  have  these  funds  available,  though  an  improvement  is  desperately  needed  at  their  airport.  The 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  then  offers  financial  assistance  in  the  form  of  a loan,  to  be  used 
for  the  matching  money  for  the  federal  project.  Commission  loans  are  available  on  a 10-year 
repayment  basis,  interest-free. 
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PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  encourages  the  continued  development  of  a statewide 
system  of  airports.  The  role  of  each  airport  facility  must  be  evaluated  and  measured  not  only  by 
its  own  merits,  but  in  relation  to  others.  To  the  extent  possible,  each  must  be  planned  to  support 
and  supplement  the  usefulness  of  the  other  so  that,  ideally,  if  all  of  the  airports  included  in  the 
Montana  Airport  Plans  were  developed  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed,  the  system 
of  public  airports  for  Montana  would  be  adequate  in  all  respects.  In  order  that  planning  and 
preliminary  engineering  will  take  place  at  local  level,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has 
provided  Engineering  Grants  for  that  purpose. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  grant  to  a community  or  county,  or  airport  board, 
one-half  of  the  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  $1,000.00,  whichever  is  the  lesser,  of  a preliminary 
engineering  study  and  cost  estimate  for  their  airport.  This  is  a grant  that  does  not  have  to  be 
repaid. 


PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  STUDY  GRANTS  MADE  IN  FY  1966  WERE: 


Airport 

Description 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Baker 

Master  Plan 

230-  7-65 

$ 1,000.00 

Billings 

Terminal  Addition 

237-  2-66 

1,000.00 

Circle 

Master  Plan 

223-  6-65 

1,000.00 

Dillon 

Pave  Runway 

222-  5-65 

1,000.00 

Glendive 

New  Airport  Plan 

235-11-65 

1,000.00 

Helena 

Remodel  Building 

224-  6-65 

472.50 

Libby 

New  Airport  Plan 

200-  3-64 

1,000.00 

Malta 

Shop-Office 

229-  8-65 

400.00 

Plentywood 

Runway  Overlay 

218-  4-65 

1,000.00 

Sidney 

New  Runway  Plan 

215-  4-65 

1,000.00 

Wolf  Point 

Extend  Runway 

226-  7-65 

1,000.00 

Havre 

Extend  Runway 

228-  7-65 

1,000.00 

TOTAL 

$10,872.50 

PREVIOUS  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS  MADE: 

Airport 

Project  No 

. Amount 

Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Anaconda  .. 

207-11-64 

$1,000.00 

Helena  

132-  1-60 

$1,000.00 

Bozeman  ... . 

122-  9-59 

1,000.00 

Helena  

193-12-63 

500.00 

Bridger  

130-  1-60 

1,000.00 

Jordan  .....  

204-  6-64 

500.00 

Butte  

150-11-61 

1,000.00 

Kalispell  (FCA)  ..... 

131-  1 -60(A) 

1,000.00 

Chester  

..  121-31-59 

500.00 

Kalispell  (FCA)  ...... 

131-  1-60 

834.92 

Choteau 

184-  3-63 

500.00 

Laurel  

214-  4-65 

1,000.00 

Conrad  

113-  6-58 

600.00 

Lewistown 

203-  6-64 

650.00 

Culbertson 

185-  3-63 

1,000.00 

Livingston  ....  . .. 

143-  4-61 

1,000.00 

Deer  Lodge  142-  4-61 

1,000.00 

Missoula  ...  ....  .... 

194-12-63 

1,000.00 

Dillon  

110-  7-58 

500.00 

Missoula 

216-  4-65 

650.00 

Fairfield 

196-  2-64 

500.00 

Philipsburg  _ 

137-11-60 

1,000.00 

Geraldine  _ 

140-  1-61 

1,000.00 

Poison  

209-12-64 

1,000.00 

Glasgow 

......  123-  5-59 

150.00 

Poplar  ... 

159-  4-62 

1,000.00 

Glasgow 

136-11-60 

1,000.00 

Red  Lodge  

129-  9-59 

1,000.00 

Glendive  .... 

139-12-60 

1,000.00 

Shelby — 

141-  1-61 

1,000.00 

Hamilton  _ 

161-  6-62 

1,000.00 

Three  Forks  .... 

115-  9-58 

500.00 

Havre  _ 

134-  7-60(A)  200.00 

Townsend  ...  

138-12-60 

1,000.00 

Havre  

134-  7-60 

1,000.00 

Winifred  

147-  9-61 

1,000.00 

TOTAL  . 

$29,584.92 
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PENDING  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS: 


Airport 

Description 

Project 

Amount 

Glasgow 

Extend  Runway 

246-5-66 

$1,000.00 

Glasgow 

Lighting  System 

247-6-66 

1,000.00 

Glasgow 

Administration  Bldg. 

248-6-66 

1,000.00 

Conrad 

Runway  Overlay 

244-5-66 

1,000.00 

Plentywood 

Taxiway 

239-4-66 

TOTAL 

1,000.00 

$5,000.00 

AIRPORT  IMPROVEMENT  LOAN  PROGRAM 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  able  to  loan  money  to  a local  airport  board  for  the 
development  of  any  airport  project.  Under  present  state  law,  a county  may  borrow  up  to  $10,000.00 
for  a single  project  without  electorate  approval.  Cities  are  restricted  only  by  their  legal  indebted- 
ness limitation  law,  and  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  may  loan  a city  any  amount,  based 
on  the  community’s  ability  to  repay,  and  a statement  from  their  attorney  that  the  amount  of  the 
loan  does  not  exceed  their  bonded  indebtedness  limitation.  The  amount  of  the  loan  is  also  based 
upon  the  monies  available,  and  the  project  priority  as  determined  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission.  The  loans  are  repayable  annually,  at  no  interest.  The  length  of  the  loan  is  for  ten 
years,  or  less,  but  not  to  exceed  the  ten  years  per  project  loan.  Counties  and  cities  are  both  allowed 
by  State  statute  to  levy  up  to  2 mills  each  without  electorate  approval  for  airport  purposes.  The  com- 
munities or  counties  involved  may  use  state  funds  along  with  available  local  funds  for  any  par- 
ticular airport  project.  The  majority  of  local/state  projects  are  usually  the  smaller  type  develop- 
ment, however,  state  loans  are  used  mostly  for  projects  that  are  eligible  under  the  Federal  Aid 
Airport  Program.  The  loan  is  used  as  the  sponsor’s  47%  matching  funds  and  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  grants  approximately  53%  of  the  project  costs.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  loan 
has  been  used  to  purchase  snow  plows,  build  hangars,  administration  buildings,  build  new  run- 
ways, and  repair  old  ones,  and  any  other  specific  airport  improvement  needs. 
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CURRENT  LOAN  PROGRAM 

(OBLIGATED  FUNDS) 
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CURRENT  LOAN  PROGRAM  (Continued) 

(OBLIGATED  FUNDS) 
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Paid  After  Fiscal  Year 


LOAN  PAYMENTS  PAID  OUT  IN  FY  1966: 


Airport 

Description 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Anaconda 

Pave  Runway 

207-11-64 

$ 62,000.00 

Bozeman 

Taxiway  Paving 

219-  5-65 

10,000.00 

Culbertson 

Pave  Runway 

185-  3-63 

21,000.00 

Dillon 

Pave  Runway 

222-  5-65 

10,000.00 

Jordan 

Pave  Runway 

204-  6-64 

10,000.00 

Miles  City 

Taxiway  Paving 

221-  5-65 

12,000.00 

Helena 

Building  Remodeling 

224-  6-65 

25,000.00 

Poison 

Pave  Runway 

209-12-64 

58,587.00 

TOTAL 

. $208,587.00 

COMPLETED  LOAN  PROGRAM 
TOTAL  LOANS  REPAID  IN  FULL  AS  OF  6-30-66 


Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Date  Repaid 
in  Full 

Billings 

120-  1-59 

$ 49,500.00 

6/11/64 

Bridger 

......  130-  1-60 

2,000.00 

4/14/65 

Chester 

121-  3-59 

2,000.00 

1/27/65 

Dillon  . ... 

110-  7-58 

9,999.00 

9/  7/62 

Flathead  County  

131-  1-60 

28,000.00 

7/27/65 

Fort  Benton  

......  106-  7-58 

10,000.00 

5/  2/66 

Glasgow 

123-  5-59 

10,000.00 

6/30/62 

Great  Falls  

135-  9-60 

50,000.00 

1/  7/66 

Laurel 

124-  6-59 

2,000.00 

1/14/64 

Malta  

112-  7-58 

1,980.00 

6/11/65 

Miles  City  

117-12-58 

9,900.00 

1/18/63 

Miles  City  

149-10-61 

10,000.00 

7/  1/63 

Plentywood 

100-  9-57 

7,195.00 

2/17/66 

Red  Lodge  

129-  9-59 

10,000.00 

1/12/66 

Scobey  

128-  9-59 

10,000.00 

6/16/66 

Winifred  ..... 

147-  9-61 

1,500.00 

11/19/63 

TOTAL  $214,074.00 


RECAPITULATION  OF  LOAN  STATUS  SINCE  AIRPORT 
PROGRAM  STARTED  IN  1957 


Total  loans  that  have  been  repaid  in  full  as  of  6-30-66  $ 214,074.00 

Fiscal  year  1966  loan  dispersal 208,587.00 

Active  Loans  disbursed  prior  to  FY66  756,120.68 


Total  airport  improvement  loans  made  as  of  6-30-66  ....  $1,178,781.68 


Obligated  loans  (encumbered  funds)  not  disbursed 

as  of  6-30-66  but  to  be  disbursed  in  FY  67  $ 708,832.56 


Possible  large  loans  not  yet  encumbered  but  planned  for  FY  67  pending 
local  study: 


Airport 

Billings 
Billings 
Great  Falls 


Project 

Runway  Reconstruction 
Terminal  Building  Addition 
New  Terminal  Building 


Loan  Amount 

$500,000.00 

Undetermined 

Undetermined 
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GENERAL  AVIATION  UTILITY  AIRPORTS 


Under  this  program  a minimum,  but  adequately  safe,  airport  facility  is  developed  primarily 
for  the  use  of  general  aviation  in  a location  that  does  not  presently  have  an  airport.  Construction 
costs  are  held  at  approximately  $25,000.00.  The  airport  consists  of  one  stabilized  turf  runway 
with  parking  apron,  a segmented  circle,  windcone,  runway  markers  and  the  property  line 
fenced.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  a consulting  engineering  firm  retained  through 
the  Department  of  Administration  and  the  Board  of  Examiners  and  also  contracts  for  construction. 
The  sponsor  who  is  either  a city  or  county,  or  both,  agrees  to  repay  the  State  of  Montana  the  equiv- 
alent of  2V2  mills  based  on  the  local  high  school  district  value  up  to  a maximum  of  $10,000.00 
over  a ten  year  period  for  their  share  of  the  project  cost.  The  balance  of  the  cost  above  the 
quarter  mill  per  year  becomes  a grant  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Montana  to  the  county  or  mu- 
nicipality involved  at  the  end  of  the  10  year  repayment  period. 


General  Aviation  Utility  Airports  Constructed  Prior  To  FY  1966: 


Am't 

Repaid  by 


Town 

Project  No. 

Total  Cost 

County 

Share 

County 
FY  1966 

Total 

Repaid 

Augusta  

155-  4-62 

$ 22,083.92 

$ 5,703.90 

$ 570.39 

$ 1,711.17 

Boulder  ... 

156-  4-62 

18,643.53 

6,052.10 

605.21 

1,815.83 

Whitefish  _ 

169-  8-62 

20,386.72 

7,310.43 

7,310.43 

Ekalaka  

176-10-62 

28,024.07 

10,000.00 

1,000.00 

2,000.00 

Lavina  

177-10-62 

16,457.00 

3,117.43 

311.74 

311.74 

Richey  

201-  3-64 

22,767.84 

4,286.30 

428.64 

857.28 

Rvegate  

178-10-62 

22,235.40 

3,561.47 

712.28 

712.28 

Seeley  Lake  

190-  7-63 

24,620.82 

7,049.00 

462.08 

462.08 

Grand  Total  Cost 

as  of  6-30-66:  

$175,219.60 

$47,079.63  - 

$4,090.34 
Grand  Total 

$15,180.81 

Average  G.A.U.  Airport  costs  is  $21,902.45 
Average  County  Repayment  per  Airport  is 

$5,884.95  or 

$588.50  per  year  fo 

County  Share 
r 10  years. 

STATUS  OF  CURRENT  GENERAL  AVIATION 
UTILITY  AIRPORT  PROJECTS 


Town 

Project  No. 

Broadus  . 

182-10-62 

Construction  Completed  in  FY  1967 

Hysham  

169-  8-62 

Under  Construction 

Stanford  

231-  8-65 

In  Engineering 

Hobson  

232-  8-65 

Under  Site  Investigation 

Rudyard  

234-10-65 

Under  Site  Investigation 

Noxon  - 

157-  4-62 

Under  Study 

Rapelje  

179-10-62 

Under  Local  Study 

Arlee  

154-  4-62 

Temporarily  Deferred 

Bigfork  

189-  7-63 

Under  Local  Study 

Wibaux 

181-10-62 

Property  Not  Available 

Winnett  

220-  5-65 

Under  Local  Study 

Philipsburg  

242-  5-66 

In  Land  Negotiation 

Porcupine  Creek  _ 

238-  3-66 

Temporarily  Deferred 

POSSIBLE  FUTURE 

SITES  FOR 

GENERAL  AVIATION  UTILITY  AIRPORTS 

Wilsall 

Ovando 

Worden 

Vaughn 

Busby 

Cascade 

Grass  Range 

Saco 

Melstone 

Colstrip 

Whitehall 

Absarokee 

COOPERATIVE  AIRPORT  PROJECTS 

Many  times  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  feels  it  is  beneficial  to  cooperate  with 
another  agency  within  the  government,  or  a private  organization  in  order  to  promote  aviation  or 
construct  a new  airport  facility.  In  the  past,  the  Commission  has  had  cooperative  projects  with 
the  following  agencies  or  associations:  The  United  States  Forest  Service,  National  Park  Service, 
Federal  Aviation  Agency,  Alberta  Government,  Saskatchewan  Government,  Montana  Pilots’  Asso- 
ciation, State  Highway  Department,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  State  Parks  Department  and  all  of 
the  counties  and  most  of  the  cities  in  the  state.  The  joint  projects  that  are  pursued  are  usually 
to  the  benefit  of  both  agencies  involved  and  paid  for  on  a basis  proportionate  to  the  usage  that 
the  agency  will  derive  from  the  facility  constructed. 

The  United  States  Forest  Service  has  donated  property  for  various  airport  projects.  The 
United  States  Forest  Service  in  Montana  has  several  forest-owned  airports  that  are  open  to  the 
public  even  though  their  primary  use  was  intended  for  fire  patrol.  The  continued  usage  of  these 
airstrips  by  the  public  has  obligated  the  Aeronautics  Commission  to  assist  the  Forest  Service  in  the 
development  of  a particular  airport.  During  the  fiscal  year  of  1966,  the  Aeronautics  Commission 
was  directly  involved  in  three  cooperative  airport  improvement  projects. 

The  first  one  is  the  development  of  a new  VFR  general  aviation  joint  use  airport  at  the  ranger 
station  at  Benchmark,  MAC  Project  No.  208-11-64,  on  the  edge  of  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness 
area,  30  miles  west  of  Augusta.  This  new  airport  will  have  a runway  6,000  feet  in  length,  paved, 
and  100  feet  in  width.  The  Forest  Service,  as  sponsor  of  this  airport,  has  indicated  that  it  will  be 
used  primarily  for  fire  control  of  the  forest  lands  and  recreation  use  by  the  flying  public.  The 
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total  cost  was  approximately  $426,731.00.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  granted  $25,000.00 
toward  its  construction  cost,  the  United  States  Forest  Service  granted  $175,222.00  and  the  Federal 
Aviation  Agency  granted  $226,509.00.  This  airport  was  completed  during  the  fall  of  1966. 

The  second  project  was  at  the  Lincoln  airport,  MAC  Project  No.  108-10-57,  which  was  an  addi- 
tion to  the  airport  project  with  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency.  This  particular  cooperative  project 
was  directly  between  the  Aeronautics  Commission  and  the  United  States  Forest  Service,  and 
consisted  of  rebuilding  a roadway  and  rip-rapping  a river  bank  that  destroyed  part  of  the  airport 
during  the  high  water  season  in  June  of  1965.  The  total  cost  of  this  joint  project  was  $5,000.00, 
of  which  the  Aeronautics  Commission  paid  50%. 

The  third  project  was  with  the  Flathead  National  Forest  at  the  Schafer  airstrip  on  the  north 
edge  of  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  area,  south  of  Glacier  Park  on  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Flat- 
head  River.  The  Schafer  airstrip  is  used  extensively  for  recreation,  hunters  and  fishermen,  and 
of  course,  fire  patrol  aircraft.  A need  was  apparent  for  a campground  for  the  flying  public.  The 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  and  Flathead  Forest  each  paid  $1,500.00  for  the  construction  of 
a fine  camping  facility  which  was  designed  and  constructed  by  Forest  Service  employees.  This 
project  was  initiated  by  the  Montana  Pilots’  Association,  and  the  campground  was  publicly  dedi- 
cated on  June  26,  1966. 


Aircraft  Comes  in  For  Landing  at  Shafer  Meadows  on  Camp- 
ground Dedication  Day. 

Please  refer  to  the  State  Airport  section  of  this  Annual  Report  for  more  information  on  the 
Lincoln  airport  and  the  West  Yellowstone  airport  which  were  cooperative  projects  between  the 
Aeronautics  Commission  and  a federal  agency;  however,  in  those  cases,  they  were  termed  as  ‘state 
airports’  due  to  the  fact  that  the  actual  airport  construction  was  sponsored  by  the  State  Aeronautics 
Commission. 
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